
Organising for Resistance:
Grass roots struggles

show the way!
What ǁith Breǆit, TorǇ ďaĐkstaďďiŶg, a Ŷeǁ Priŵe MiŶister, CorďǇŶ
ďeiŶg eleĐted Laďour leader ;agaiŶ!Ϳ aŶd a US presideŶtial eleĐtioŶ it
seeŵs the paŶtoŵiŵe of parliaŵeŶt has Ŷeǀer ďeeŶ liǀelier! IŶ our

opiŶioŶ far too ŵuĐh atteŶtioŶ has alreadǇ ďeeŶ paid to the politiĐal
ŵaŶoeuǀriŶg of our so-Đalled leaders, aĐross uŶtold pages of papers aŶd

ǁeďsites. We’ǀe spelled out our oǁŶ positioŶ ǀerǇ ĐlearlǇ iŶ preǀious
Đopies of ResistaŶĐe, aŶd reĐoŵŵeŶd Ǉou piĐk up those if Ǉou ǁaŶt to

see Ǉet ŵore piĐtures of politiĐiaŶs.
For this issue ǁe iŶstead put the foĐus ǁhere it ďeloŶgs, oŶ grass roots
struggle - oŶ the strikes, oĐĐupatioŶs aŶd protests that are ǁiŶŶiŶg real

ĐhaŶge for ǁorkers aĐross the UK aŶd ďeǇoŶd. It is these aĐtioŶs that
ǁiŶ real ĐoŶĐessioŶs for ordiŶarǇ people. The politiĐiaŶs oŶlǇ eǀer plaǇ
ĐatĐh up. If theǇ’re offeriŶg us soŵethiŶg good, it’s usuallǇ oŶlǇ out of

fear ǁe’re goiŶg to take soŵethiŶg ďetter if theǇ doŶ’t!
If, like us, you doŶ’t trust aŶy politiĐal party further thaŶ you ĐaŶ throǁ
it, these pages should serǀe as a hoǁ-to guide for ĐausiŶg trouďle aŶd

sĐoriŶg ǀiĐtories ďy staŶdiŶg together rather thaŶ lookiŶg to the higher
poǁer of parliaŵeŶt.
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This August, ByroŶ Burgers ǁas at the ĐeŶtre of a
dispute arouŶd their dodgy ethiĐal praĐtiĐes,
leadiŶg to a spoŶtaŶeous ĐaŵpaigŶ of
deŵoŶstratioŶs aĐross the UK. UŶlike siŵilar
ĐaŵpaigŶs, this oŶe didŶ’t haǀe aŶy key
deŵaŶds - it ǁas siŵply aďout teaĐhiŶg the
ďosses a lessoŶ.
Eaƌlieƌ iŶ the Ǉeaƌ, BǇƌoŶ had Đalled dozeŶs of
theiƌ LoŶdoŶ staff to a ͚health aŶd safetǇ͛ ďƌiefiŶg.
IŶstead of the ŵuŶdaŶe ŵeetiŶg the staff ǁeƌe
eǆpeĐtiŶg, iŵŵigƌatioŶ offiĐeƌs ďuƌst iŶto the
ƌooŵ, ďefoƌe detaiŶiŶg eǀeƌǇoŶe pƌeseŶt aŶd
depoƌtiŶg 35 people.  The ĐoŵpaŶǇ atteŵpted to
eǆĐuse itself ďǇ saǇiŶg it ǁas a legal ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt -
a Đlaiŵ that ǁas ƋuiĐklǇ deďuŶked ďǇ legal
eǆpeƌts. SouƌĐes fƌoŵ ǁithiŶ BǇƌoŶ suggested the
aĐtioŶs oŶlǇ ŵade seŶse if theǇ ǁeƌe paƌt of a
͚ďaĐk-ƌooŵ deal͛. This Đould haǀe ďeeŶ to eŶaďle
ďosses to dodge fiŶes foƌ ďƌeaĐhiŶg eŵploǇŵeŶt
aŶd iŵŵigƌatioŶ laǁ. Eitheƌ ǁaǇ, this attaĐk oŶ
oƌdiŶaƌǇ ǁoƌkeƌs deĐiŵated liǀes aŶd let those
ƌespoŶsiďle off sĐot-fƌee. The ƌest of the ĐouŶtƌǇ
ǁasŶ͛t goiŶg to staŶd idlǇ ďǇ.

CuƌƌeŶt aŶd foƌŵeƌ ǁoƌkeƌs at BǇƌoŶ, iŶĐludiŶg
soŵe ǁho had Ƌuit iŶ disgust at the depoƌtatioŶs,
Đalled foƌ aĐtioŶ. The fiƌst deŵoŶstƌatioŶ took
plaĐe at a ĐeŶtƌal LoŶdoŶ ďƌaŶĐh at the ĐeŶtƌe of

the sĐaŶdal, ǁith huŶdƌeds of pƌotesteƌs foƌĐiŶg
the ƌestauƌaŶt to Đlose. AĐtioŶs ƋuiĐklǇ spƌead,
ǁith piĐkets, pƌotests, aŶd oĐĐupatioŶs aĐƌoss the
ĐouŶtƌǇ - theƌe ǁas eǀeŶ a ͚ďiďliĐal plague͛ of
loĐusts ƌeleased iŶ seǀeƌal LoŶdoŶ outlets. OŶliŶe,
the ĐoŵpaŶǇ͛s soĐial ŵedia pƌeseŶĐe also took a
ďatteƌiŶg. The Bƌistol ƌestauƌaŶt͛s FaĐeďook page
is still offliŶe afteƌ ďeiŶg hijaĐked ďǇ a suppoƌteƌ
of the pƌotests. It ǁas all aŶ aǁesoŵe displaǇ of
ǁoƌkiŶg-Đlass uŶitǇ aŶd self-oƌgaŶisatioŶ iŶ the
faĐe of aŶ attaĐk ďǇ the ďosses. Faƌ fƌoŵ ďeiŶg
diǀided ďǇ the disĐouƌse of ŵigƌaŶts ͚stealiŶg
joďs͛, people Đaŵe togetheƌ to deliǀeƌ a ďloǁ to
BǇƌoŶ͛s pƌofits.
As ǁell as the sigŶifiĐaŶt shoƌt-teƌŵ iŵpaĐt oŶ the
oǁŶeƌs͛ pƌofits Đaused ďǇ the ĐaŵpaigŶ, the
daŵage dealt to theiƌ iŵage ǁill gƌosslǇ effeĐt the
ĐoŵpaŶǇ iŶ the loŶg teƌŵ. This isŶ͛t just due to
the aĐtioŶs alƌeadǇ ŵeŶtioŶed, ďut to otheƌs that
Đaŵe to light as a ƌesult, iŶĐludiŶg the ŵillioŶs iŶ
pƌofits the ĐoŵpaŶǇ ƌakes iŶ fƌoŵ its oǀeƌ-pƌiĐed
ďuƌgeƌs ďeiŶg ƌooted ǀia offshoƌe haǀeŶs, to aǀoid
paǇiŶg UK taǆ.
The Ŷeǆt tiŵe a ĐoŵpaŶǇ has to ŵake a deĐisioŶ
oŶ ǁhetheƌ to sĐƌeǁ up the liǀes of theiƌ ǁoƌkeƌs,
ŵigƌaŶt oƌ otheƌǁise, ǁe hope theǇ look ďaĐk oŶ
ǁhat happeŶed to BǇƌoŶ aŶd thiŶk ǀeƌǇ, ǀeƌǇ
ĐaƌefullǇ aďout it.

Solidarity with all workers: Byron Burgers
face workers’ anger
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IŶ LoŶdoŶ, ǁorkers at ďike food deliǀery
ĐoŵpaŶy Deliǀeroo haǀe takeŶ aĐtioŶ, iŶĐludiŶg
aŶ uŶoffiĐial strike, to fight agaiŶst the
iŵpositioŶ of a Ŷeǁ ĐoŶtraĐt.
The siǆ-daǇ strike ǁas resolǀed iŶ the ĐǇĐlists͛
faǀour; the Ŷeǁ paǇ plaŶ ǁould ďe optioŶal, ǁith
riders aďle to opt ďaĐk out. ‘iders had set up a
Đroǁd-fuŶded strike fuŶd to support theŵselǀes,
ǁhiĐh helped raise £ϭϬ,ϬϬϬ ďǇ the tiŵe the
dispute had eŶded. After the ĐoŵŵeŶĐeŵeŶt of
the strike, theǇ ǁere aided ďǇ the IŶdepeŶdeŶt
Workers of Great BritaiŶ ;IWGBͿ, a Ŷeǁ uŶioŶ
forŵed froŵ eǆ-ŵeŵďers of UNITE aŶd UNISON.
All of this ǁas aĐhieǀed ďǇ people ǁorkiŶg
ĐolleĐtiǀelǇ, ǁithout professioŶal orgaŶisers or the
iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt of the ŵaiŶstreaŵ uŶioŶs.
This tǇpe of ǁork, kŶoǁŶ as ͚gig eŵploǇŵeŶt͛, is
oŶ the rise, ŵakiŶg eŵploǇŵeŶt iŶĐreasiŶglǇ
preĐarious. IŶdepeŶdeŶt ǁorkers ĐaŶ supposedlǇ
Đhoose ǁheŶ theǇ ǁaŶt to ǁork, oŶ short-terŵ
ĐoŶtraĐts, ďut the eŵploǇer deĐides ǁhether or

Ŷot to use theŵ. The results of this are that the
ǁorkers haǀe less ĐoŶsisteŶt iŶĐoŵe, Ŷo ŶotiĐe of
reduĐed hours or loss of a joď, greater iŶĐurred
Đosts, aŶd the aďseŶĐe of the proteĐtioŶs of those
iŶ traditioŶal eŵploǇŵeŶt. For iŶstaŶĐe, Deliǀeroo
riders haǀe to paǇ for their oǁŶ ďike repairs aŶd
iŶsuraŶĐe, ǁhile also forgoiŶg siĐk paǇ aŶd holidaǇ
paǇ.
There are ŵaŶǇ issues ǁith gig eĐoŶoŵǇ ǁork,
ďut there are also ŵaŶǇ opportuŶites. For
eǆaŵple, it is ŵuĐh easier to strike ǁithout ŶotiĐe,
aŶd ĐoŶduĐt other direĐt aĐtioŶ. WheŶ ŵost of
the Deliǀeroo riders realised theǇ ǁere Ŷot happǇ
ǁith the Ŷeǁ ĐoŶtraĐt, theǇ ǁere aďle to ďaŶd
together aŶd siŵplǇ Ŷot ǁork - this is soŵethiŶg
their ĐoŶtraĐt alloǁs aŶd their eŵploǇers ĐaŶ do
little aďout. Uďer driǀers haǀe alreadǇ had siŵilar
strikes iŶ the UK, US, aŶd KeŶǇa. With these
eŵploǇees leadiŶg the ǁaǇ aŶd shoǁiŶg ǁhat ĐaŶ
ďe aĐhieǀed iŶ suĐh a short aŵouŶt of tiŵe, ǁe
ǁill hopefullǇ see ŵore ǁild-Đat strikes aŶd ŶoŶ-
hierarĐhiĐal orgaŶisiŶg iŶ the ĐoŵiŶg Ǉears.

Deliveroo & the gig economy fightback
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Postal workers’ wildcat strike
by Bridgwater postŵaŶ

HuŶdƌeds of ‘oyal Mail ǁoƌkeƌs Đaƌƌied out a ǁildĐat stƌike oŶ Ϯϰth August to defeŶd theiƌ
CoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ Woƌkeƌs͛ UŶioŶ BƌaŶĐh SeĐƌetaƌy Chƌis ‘ye, ďased iŶ SǁiŶdoŶ, ǁho had ďeeŶ

suspeŶded folloǁiŶg a ƌoǁ ǁith a ŵaŶageƌ.
The fiƌst ǁalkout took plaĐe at the huge DoƌĐaŶ SoƌtiŶg aŶd Deliǀeƌy OffiĐe at ϲaŵ.

ChippeŶhaŵ Deliǀeƌy OffiĐe ǁoƌkeƌs ǁalked out iŶ solidaƌity lateƌ that ŵoƌŶiŶg. BaĐk iŶ
SǁiŶdoŶ, ǁoƌkeƌs piĐketed uŶtil the staƌt of the late shift at the soƌtiŶg offiĐe, ǁheŶ the ǁhole

of that shift ƌefused to go iŶto the ďuildiŶg to ǁoƌk.
Lateƌ that afteƌŶooŶ ‘oyal Mail agƌeed to lift Chƌis͛s suspeŶsioŶ, aŶd the ǁoƌkeƌs agƌeed to

ƌetuƌŶ to ǁoƌk.
Chƌis is ĐuƌƌeŶtly oŶ ͚house aƌƌest͛, iŶ the seŶse that he has to stay foƌ the ǁhole of his shift at

the CWU UŶioŶ ƌooŵ at DoƌĐaŶ, aŶd Ŷot ǁaŶdeƌ aďout talkiŶg to ŵeŵďeƌs. The BƌaŶĐh͛s
positioŶ is that if Chƌis is foƌŵally Đhaƌged ǁith aŶy offeŶĐe, oƌ if the sooŶ-to-ďe-puďlished

eŶƋuiƌy iŶto iŶdustƌial ƌelatioŶs at DoƌĐaŶ does Ŷot Đoŵpletely ǀiŶdiĐate the CWU, theŶ
fuƌtheƌ stƌike aĐtioŶ is likely.

The iŶitial suĐĐess of the SǁiŶdoŶ stƌike is eŶtiƌely due to the lightŶiŶg-fast ƌespoŶse of the
͚illegal͛ ǁalkout. MaŶy ‘oyal Mail ŵilitaŶts up aŶd doǁŶ the ĐouŶtƌy ǁill ďe eŶĐouƌaged, as
ŵaŶy feaƌ that the eƌa of ƌegulaƌ ǁildĐat stƌikes thƌoughout ‘oyal Mail, eŶdeŵiĐ up to a feǁ

yeaƌs ago, ǁeƌe a thiŶg of the past.

StudeŶts oŶ ƌeŶt stƌike at UŶiǀeƌsity College
LoŶdoŶ ;UCLͿ ƌeĐeŶtly deĐlaƌed a ǀiĐtoƌy afteƌ fiǀe
ŵoŶths of ǁithholdiŶg payŵeŶt foƌ theiƌ
aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ.
The UCL authoƌities agƌeed to ŵake aǀailaďle
£ϯϱϬ,ϬϬϬ foƌ ϮϬϭϲ/ϭϳ iŶ aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ
ďuƌsaƌies foƌ those studeŶts iŶ ŵost Ŷeed of
fiŶaŶĐial suppoƌt, iŶĐƌeasiŶg to £ϱϬϬ,ϬϬϬ the
folloǁiŶg yeaƌ. They also agƌeed to ƌeduĐe ƌeŶts iŶ
the loǁest pƌiĐed ƌooŵs ;aƌouŶd a thiƌdͿ aŶd to
fƌeeze ƌeŶt oŶ all of the otheƌs at a total Đost of
oǀeƌ £ϭŵ.

Rent Strike: students make it an
effective weapon

StudeŶts iŶ the UCL Cut the ‘eŶt ŵoǀeŵeŶt
ǁelĐoŵed the offeƌ, ďut ǁaƌŶed that uŶless a
soĐial ƌeŶts poliĐy is put iŶ plaĐe, they ǁill
ĐoŶtiŶue ǁith fuƌtheƌ aĐtioŶ.
The stƌike, ǁhiĐh iŶǀolǀed ϭ,ϬϬϬ studeŶts, spƌead
to otheƌ Đolleges aĐƌoss LoŶdoŶ, iŶ ǁhat ǁas the
laƌgest studeŶt ƌeŶt stƌike iŶ Bƌitish histoƌy. This
iŶĐluded Goldsŵiths, ǁheƌe aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ halls
ǁeƌe haŶded oǀeƌ to a pƌiǀate ƌeŶtiŶg ĐoŵpaŶy,
Caŵpus LiǀiŶg Villages ;CLVͿ, ďy the uŶiǀeƌsity
authoƌities. CLV ƌaised ƌeŶts to £ϭϳϬ a ǁeek peƌ
ƌooŵ, tƌiggeƌiŶg a pƌotƌaĐted ƌeŶt stƌike led ďy
Cut the ‘eŶt ĐaŵpaigŶeƌs.
CLV͛s atteŵpts to iŶtiŵidate stƌikeƌs ǁith
thƌeateŶiŶg letteƌs haǀe failed, aŶd the
Goldsŵiths authoƌities aƌe ǁaǀeƌiŶg. AĐtioŶ is
plaŶŶed to spƌead the ƌeŶt stƌikes to otheƌ
uŶiǀeƌsities aƌouŶd BƌitaiŶ iŶ ǁhat Đould pƌoǀe to
ďe a sigŶifiĐaŶt ŵoǀeŵeŶt. A ǁidespƌead
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Bristol, like ŵuĐh of the rest of the UK, is iŶ the
ŵidst of aŶ affordaďle housiŶg Đrisis. Yet earlier
iŶ the Ǉear the loĐal ĐouŶĐil took the deĐisioŶ to
auĐtioŶ off a dozeŶ of its properties. Hoǁeǀer
thiŶgs didŶ’t go eǆaĐtlǇ to plaŶ, thaŶks to the
iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt of Bristol HousiŶg AĐtioŶ MoǀeŵeŶt
;BHAMͿ.
BHAM is a Ŷetǁoƌk of sƋuatteƌs aŶd hoŵeless
people that has ďeeŶ aĐtiǀe iŶ Bƌistol foƌ oǀeƌ
thiƌtǇ Ǉeaƌs. Theiƌ fiƌst disƌuptioŶ of the ĐouŶĐil’s
plaŶs ǁas eŶtiƌelǇ aĐĐideŶtal, as theǇ sƋuatted a
paƌk keepeƌs lodge pƌeǀeŶtiŶg it ďeiŶg Đleaƌed iŶ
tiŵe foƌ the auĐtioŶ. Theiƌ seĐoŶd iŶteƌǀeŶtioŶ
had a ďit ŵoƌe plaŶŶiŶg, as otheƌ gƌoups aŶd
iŶdiǀiduals pƌotested outside of the CouŶĐil's
auĐtioŶ, BHAM aŶŶouŶĐed theǇ had oĐĐupied oŶe
of the ŶeaƌďǇ pƌopeƌties iŶ pƌotest. Whilst this
shoƌt-liǀed oĐĐupatioŶ ǁasŶ’t as disƌuptiǀe as
theǇ'd hoped it did ƌaise the pƌofile of the
ĐaŵpaigŶ agaiŶst the sell-off.
BHAM’s atteŶtioŶ sǁitĐhed to a ĐouŶĐil house iŶ
AǀoŶŵouth. Aided ďǇ tǁo iŶdepeŶdeŶt ŵaǇoƌal
ĐaŶdidates a loĐal ŵaŶ, AŶthoŶǇ, had oĐĐupied it

ƌejeĐtioŶ ďǇ studeŶts of gƌosslǇ iŶflated ƌeŶts
Đould aĐt as aŶ eǆaŵple to otheƌs ǁho aƌe foƌĐed
to paǇ siŵilaƌ ƌates iŶ the pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ.
The housiŶg Đƌisis has spaǁŶed ŵaŶǇ ĐaŵpaigŶs
ĐoŶĐeƌŶiŶg ƌeŶts, geŶtƌifiĐatioŶ, aŶd soĐial
ĐleaŶsiŶg. AlƌeadǇ, ĐooƌdiŶatioŶ is deǀelopiŶg

thƌough the RadiĐal HousiŶg Netǁoƌk iŶ LoŶdoŶ.
Fuƌtheƌ effoƌts at ĐooƌdiŶatioŶ aŶd liaisoŶ
ďetǁeeŶ diffeƌeŶt housiŶg gƌoups aŶd studeŶt
ƌeŶt stƌikeƌs ǁould ďe a ǁelĐoŵe step foƌǁaƌd.
HousiŶg ƌeŵaiŶs aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt aƌea of stƌuggle
aŶd ǁe Ŷeed to Đƌeate aĐtiǀe solidaƌitǇ!

to pƌotest its sell off, aŶd the iŶadeƋuate
aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ he aŶd his iŶfaŶt soŶ had ďeeŶ
plaĐed iŶ. Afteƌ tea aŶd ďisĐuits iŶ the oĐĐupied
house, BHAM ŵeŵďeƌs agƌeed to help sustaiŶ the
oĐĐupatioŶ usiŶg a legal loophole that alloǁed the
sƋuattiŶg of ƌesideŶtial pƌeŵises as a pƌotest –
usiŶg it as a plaĐe to liǀe ǁould haǀe ďeeŶ a
ĐƌiŵiŶal aĐt.
This left the ĐouŶĐil iŶ a diffiĐult positioŶ, ǁhilst
the house had ďeeŶ auĐtioŶed off theǇ ĐouldŶ’t
guaƌaŶtee a ĐoŵpletioŶ of the sale ǁithout
gettiŶg theŵselǀes iŶ aŶd the pƌotesteƌs out.
Despite haǀiŶg ŶeaƌlǇ siǆ ǁeeks theǇ ŵaŶaged to
tie theŵselǀes iŶ legal kŶots uŶtil the last possiďle
ŵoŵeŶt. IŶ the ŵeaŶtiŵe the ďuǇeƌ aŶŶouŶĐed
theǇ ǁaŶted to ďaĐk out, the Ŷeighďouƌs aŶd the
ŵedia ǁeƌe iŶ full suppoƌt of the oĐĐupatioŶ, aŶd
the pƌotesteƌs had disĐoǀeƌed Ŷuŵeƌous ĐouŶĐil
lies aďout the state of the pƌopeƌtǇ.  It ǁas iŶ a
ŵuĐh ďetteƌ ĐoŶditioŶ thaŶ offiĐial ƌepoƌts had
suggested. A feǁ ĐouŶtǇ Đouƌt ďailiffs did aƌƌiǀe to
atteŵpt a last ŵiŶute eǀiĐtioŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ as sooŶ
as the saǁ the ďaƌƌiĐaded teƌƌaĐed house,
Đoŵplete ǁith tǁo BHAM ŵeŵďeƌs iŶ a ŵake
shift piƌate ship oŶ the ƌoof, it ǁas Đleaƌ the
ĐouŶĐil had lost.
IŶ eǆĐhaŶge foƌ the eŶd of the oĐĐupatioŶ the
ĐouŶĐil ƌefuŶded the ďuǇeƌ, agƌeed to keep the
house iŶ ĐouŶĐil stoĐk, aŶd haŶded the keǇs to a
ĐouŶĐil flat to AŶthoŶǇ aŶd his soŶ.  BuoǇed up ďǇ
this suĐĐess BHAM lateƌ fouŶd aŶotheƌ taƌget; a
housiŶg assoĐiatioŶ pƌopeƌtǇ iŶ West Gƌoǀe, St
Pauls, ǁhiĐh ǁas due to go uŶdeƌ the haŵŵeƌ.
The poliĐe ƌespoŶded this tiŵe, peƌhaps ďelieǀiŶg
theǇ Đould deal ǁith the oĐĐupieƌs iŶ a ŵoƌe
ĐoŵpeteŶt fashioŶ thaŶ ĐouŶĐil had pƌeǀiouslǇ.

Squatters take to the roofs to defend
social housing

.…CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Nuŵďers of poliĐe iŶĐreased as did a Ŷuŵďer of
supporters gathered iŶ the street outside. The
staŶd-off ǁas ďrokeŶ as a uŶit of riot poliĐe
sŵashed their ǁaǇ iŶ through the door aŶd raŶ
iŶto the ďuildiŶg ǁith the seŶior poliĐe offiĐer
preseŶt. TheǇ eŵerged eŵptǇ haŶded, as tǁo
aĐtiǀists ǁere alreadǇ out oŶ the roof! IŶ a farĐiĐal
ďid to get theŵ doǁŶ the poliĐe eǀeŶ ŵaŶaged to
lose their ladder, ǁhiĐh ŵade a haŶdǇ ďarriĐade
to seĐure the skǇlight agaiŶst aŶǇ future atteŵpts.
A third aĐtiǀist had aŶŶouŶĐed the oĐĐupatioŶ at
the auĐtioŶ, ǁhiĐh halted its sale.  MeaŶǁhile
ǁith the heaǀǇ haŶded approaĐh haǀiŶg resulted
iŶ failure the poliĐe ǁere forĐed to ask ŶiĐelǇ if the

roof top aĐtiǀists ǁould Đoŵe doǁŶ. The Ŷeǆt
ŵorŶiŶg theǇ did, ďut Ŷot ďefore eŶsuriŶg the
propertǇ had ďeeŶ reŵoǀed froŵ the auĐtioŶ
portfolio aŶd guaraŶteeiŶg their oǁŶ freedoŵ
froŵ arrest.
Bristol CitǇ CouŶĐil haǀe siŶĐe deĐlared it ǁill Ŷot
sell aŶǇ soĐial housiŶg it oǁŶs direĐtlǇ. HousiŶg
assoĐiatioŶs haǀe ŵade Ŷo suĐh ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt, so
the struggle to keep Bristol’s soĐial housiŶg
aǀailaďle ǁill ĐoŶtiŶue, as it does iŶ ŵaŶǇ plaĐes
aĐross the ĐouŶtrǇ.
BHAM ŵeet ǁeeklǇ aŶd ĐaŶ ďe ĐoŶtaĐted ǀia:
www.sƋuatďƌistol.Đo.uk

Organic Lea: Land for Food and Community
ǀoluŶteer prograŵŵes aŶd regular opeŶ daǇs.

OrgaŶiĐ Lea is a sŵall islaŶd iŶ the oĐeaŶ of
Đapitalisŵ. This is ǁhǇ it is part of the food
soǀereigŶtǇ ŵoǀeŵeŶt, eŶaďliŶg food to ďe
ĐoŶtrolled ďǇ aŶd for people, to ďriŶg produĐers
aŶd ĐoŶsuŵers Đloser together. The food
soǀereigŶtǇ ŵoǀeŵeŶt has ďeeŶ a leadiŶg ǀoiĐe
ĐalliŶg for laŶd reforŵ: ͞The deŵaŶds of food
soǀereigŶtǇ iŶeǀitaďlǇ iŶĐlude a Đall for Ŷeǁ
patterŶs of oǁŶership aŶd laŶd distriďutioŶ, as
part of its shift to loĐal deŵoĐratiĐ ĐoŶtrol of food
produĐtioŶ.͟

It is diffiĐult for others to folloǁ the eǆaŵple of
OrgaŶiĐ Lea. MaŶǇ siŵilar ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ projeĐts
haǀe struggled to estaďlish theŵselǀes. This is
usuallǇ ďeĐause theǇ are oŶlǇ aďle to get a lease
for a feǁ Ǉears, ǁhile OrgaŶiĐ Lea has seĐured a
ϭϬ-Ǉear lease. TheǇ ŵaǇ also faĐe proďleŵs if the
ĐouŶĐil deĐides it ĐaŶ ŵake ŵore ŵoŶeǇ ďǇ selliŶg
off the laŶd.

To gaiŶ aĐĐess to laŶd for projeĐts suĐh as Đo-
operatiǀe food produĐtioŶ ;or housiŶg or
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd soĐial ĐeŶtresͿ, ǁe Ŷeed to turŶ
priǀate propertǇ iŶto the ĐoŵŵoŶs. This ŵeaŶs
that laŶd ŵust ďe direĐtlǇ iŶ the haŶds of the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ - Ŷot soŵethiŶg that ĐaŶ ďe sold off to
deǀelopers.

https://www.oƌganiĐlea.oƌg.uk/
http://landwoƌkeƌsallianĐe.oƌg.uk/

OrgaŶiĐ Lea is aŶ eǆaŵple of ǁhat ĐaŶ ďe doŶe if
people gaiŶ aĐĐess to laŶd. The fouŶders ǁaŶted
to estaďlish a farŵ that ǁas ďased oŶ the
priŶĐiples of perŵaĐulture, a Ŷatural desigŶ
sǇsteŵ iŶspired ďǇ Ŷatural proĐesses ǁhere
eǀerǇthiŶg is reĐǇĐled aŶd shared. This is aŶ
approaĐh that ĐhalleŶges Đapitalisŵ, ǁhiĐh is Ŷot
desigŶed to ĐoŶserǀe or saǀe ďut iŶstead to do
ǁhateǀer is ŶeĐessarǇ to ŵake a profit. Food
should ďe a ǁaǇ of ĐoŶŶeĐtiŶg people; it is the
ďasis of ĐoŵŵuŶalitǇ.
There ǁere a Ŷuŵďer of faĐtors that ŵade it
possiďle for a sŵall group of iŶdiǀiduals to get
hold of the laŶd theǇ ǁaŶted, to eǆpaŶd their
allotŵeŶt projeĐt iŶto a ŵuĐh larger-sĐale farŵ.
This Đo-operatiǀelǇ-ruŶ farŵ ǁas fortuŶate iŶ that
the site ǁas ĐouŶĐil-oǁŶed aŶd Ŷear a “ite of
“peĐial “ĐieŶtifiĐ IŶterest ;“““IͿ. This ŵeaŶs that,
at least iŶ theorǇ, the laŶd is held iŶ the puďliĐ
iŶterest. Walthaŵ Forest CouŶĐil had targets for
food groǁth aŶd ĐarďoŶ eŵissioŶs reduĐtioŶ so
the farŵ projeĐt fits iŶ ǁith offiĐial poliĐǇ. Most
iŵportaŶtlǇ, though, there ǁas Ŷo other fiŶaŶĐial
pressure oŶ the laŶd. The “““I status ŵeaŶt that
the laŶd Đould Ŷot ďe sold off to deǀelopers.

The projeĐt started iŶ ϮϬϬ9 aŶd has graduallǇ
eǆpaŶded its distriďutioŶ Ŷetǁorks. There are
ǁeeklǇ stalls iŶ ŶearďǇ LeǇtoŶstoŶe, as ǁell as
food ďoǆes of Lea's produĐe. The ŵeŵďers also
host a raŶge of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aĐtiǀities, iŶĐludiŶg
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Land: What for? Who decides?
OŶ Noǀeŵďer ϭϮth aŶd ϭϯth, aŶ eǀeŶt Đalled ͚LaŶd for ǁhat aŶd ǁho deĐides?͛ ǁill ďe held at the
CaŵdeŶ ‘esourĐe CeŶtre oŶ Holloǁay ‘oad iŶ LoŶdoŶ. It ǁill ďriŶg together a raŶge of groups aŶd

orgaŶisatioŶs ǁho haǀe differeŶt perspeĐtiǀes oŶ laŶd: housiŶg, food, ĐoŵŵuŶity, Đultural aŶd
soĐial spaĐes, greeŶ aŶd opeŶ spaĐes, the Ŷeeds of other speĐies, aŶd Đliŵate ĐhaŶge.

Without laŶd ǁe haǀe ŶothiŶg to eat, Ŷoǁheƌe to ďuild hoŵes, Ŷo ƌesouƌĐes to ŵake the thiŶgs ǁe
Ŷeed, aŶd Ŷo plaĐe to iŶteƌaĐt ǁith otheƌs, plaǇ, oƌ oƌgaŶise. LaŶd ĐoŶtaiŶs ouƌ histoƌǇ aŶd ouƌ

ŵeŵoƌies. It is also the hoŵe of otheƌ speĐies aŶd is paƌt of the eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt that ŵakes it possiďle
foƌ huŵaŶs to liǀe oŶ the plaŶet.

Hoǁeǀeƌ, ŵost laŶd is oǁŶed aŶd ĐoŶtƌolled ďǇ a tiŶǇ feǁ. IŶ the UK, ϳ0% of the laŶd is oǁŶed ďǇ
just 0.ϲ% of the populatioŶ. IŶteƌŶatioŶallǇ, the Bƌitish QueeŶ is oŶe of the ǁoƌld͛s ďiggest

laŶdoǁŶeƌs, ǁith ϲ.ϲ ďillioŶ aĐƌes. IŶ additioŶ, laŶd-gƌaďďiŶg has ďeĐoŵe ĐoŵŵoŶ plaĐe iŶ ŵaŶǇ
paƌts of the ǁoƌld. LaŶd-pooƌ ĐouŶtƌies, suĐh as ChiŶa, South Koƌea, aŶd the Gulf states, haǀe

ďought up feƌtile laŶd iŶ plaĐes like AfƌiĐa, ǁith the aiŵ of pƌoduĐiŶg food foƌ eǆpoƌt to theiƌ oǁŶ
ĐouŶtƌies. AŶ aƌea the size of a footďall pitĐh is aĐƋuiƌed eǀeƌǇ seĐoŶd iŶ the gloďal South.

EǀeŶ ͚puďliĐ͛ laŶd is ƌestƌiĐted aŶd ďeiŶg sold off to pƌiǀate iŶteƌests. The ƌesults of this aƌe: pooƌ
ƋualitǇ aŶd eǆpeŶsiǀe food; a high Đost of housiŶg, hoŵelessŶess, aŶd geŶtƌifiĐatioŶ; a laĐk of

ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, aŶd Đultuƌal aŶd soĐial spaĐe; ƌestƌiĐtioŶs oŶ ǁheƌe ǁe ĐaŶ go; a laĐk of gƌeeŶ spaĐes
aŶd ǁild laŶd; aŶd a geŶeƌal degƌadatioŶ of ouƌ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt.

Stƌuggles oǀeƌ laŶd aƌe ĐeŶtƌal to the ƌuƌal aƌeas of the ǁoƌld, ďut theǇ aƌe also ƌeleǀaŶt iŶ the Đities
too. MaŶǇ uƌďaŶ gƌass-ƌoots ĐaŵpaigŶs aƌe esseŶtiallǇ foĐused oŶ the ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes of a laĐk of

aĐĐess to laŶd. HousiŶg ĐaŵpaigŶeƌs stƌuggle to defeŶd ǁhat is left of soĐial housiŶg aŶd ďattle ǁith
pƌiǀate laŶdloƌds oǀeƌ high ƌeŶts aŶd eǀiĐtioŶs. Most of the pƌiĐes of housiŶg iŶ Đities like LoŶdoŶ is

due to the high ǀalue of the laŶd oŶ ǁhiĐh it sits. Fights agaiŶst aiƌpoƌt eǆpaŶsioŶ aŶd foƌ gƌeeŶ
spaĐe, aĐĐess to ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, Đultuƌal aŶd soĐial ǀeŶues aƌe all ďased oŶ the faĐt that pƌopeƌtǇ is
eitheƌ alƌeadǇ pƌiǀate, ďeiŶg sold off, oƌ Đo-opted foƌ the ďeŶefit of pƌiǀate eĐoŶoŵiĐ iŶteƌests.

We haǀe alƌeadǇ seeŶ the deǀelopŵeŶt of a laŶd ƌefoƌŵ ŵoǀeŵeŶt iŶ SĐotlaŶd, ǁheƌe the
iŵpaĐt of laƌge laŶdoǁŶeƌs is ŵoƌe ǀisiďle. South of the ďoƌdeƌ, hoǁeǀeƌ, theƌe has Ŷot ďeeŶ suĐh

a diƌeĐt foĐus oŶ laŶd aŶd the Ŷeed to ĐhalleŶge the ǁhole sǇsteŵ of laŶd oǁŶeƌship. That is
aďout to ĐhaŶge.

For ŵore iŶforŵatioŶ see: www.landforwhat.org
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Bristol City CouŶĐil reĐeŶtly atteŵpted to
ĐriŵiŶalise rough sleepiŶg, ĐaŵpiŶg, aŶd eǀeŶ
parkiŶg iŶ puďliĐ areas, ǁith a sloppily-ǁorded
iŶjuŶĐtioŶ. We at the ResistaŶĐe ĐolleĐtiǀe ǀisited
the people at the ĐeŶtre of the Đase to fiŶd out
ǁhy, aŶd disĐoǀer hoǁ the CouŶĐil’s iŶjuŶĐtioŶ
had ďeeŶ defeated.
The group that oĐĐupies a sŵall eŶĐaŵpŵeŶt iŶ
ĐeŶtral Bristol - kŶoǁŶ as TeŶt CitǇ, despite there
oŶlǇ ďeiŶg teŶ suĐh shelters - ŵoǀed there iŶ
April. The loĐatioŶ had ďeeŶ suggested ďǇ loĐal
poliĐe, ǁho had kiĐked theŵ out of a ŶearďǇ park.
The site is ĐertaiŶlǇ hard to spot, tuĐked aǁaǇ
ďetǁeeŶ a riǀer, a sŵall ŵouŶd, aŶd a feŶĐe that
the TeŶt CitǇ resideŶts haǀe deĐorated ǁith
ĐliŵďiŶg floǁers.
“teǁart, ǁho has liǀed there siŶĐe the ďegiŶŶiŶg,
spoke to us aďout his eǆperieŶĐes: ͞EǀeŶ the
poliĐe doŶ͛t ŵiŶd us, ͞Đause ǁe doŶ't Đause
trouďle, aŶd ǁe keep the plaĐe ĐleaŶ,͟ he said.
͞WheŶeǀer the CouŶĐil ĐoŶtaĐt theŵ, theǇ just
saǇ it's a Điǀil ŵatter.͟
The CouŶĐil had told the resideŶts that theǇ ǁere
likelǇ to ďe left aloŶe for a loŶg tiŵe, as loŶg as
their eŶĐaŵpŵeŶt didŶ͛t groǁ too ŵuĐh. LoĐals
ǁere eǀeŶ ŵore positiǀe, reportiŶg that theǇ
fiŶallǇ felt Đoŵfortaďle usiŶg the rest of the park,
as drug dealers had ďeeŶ sĐared off. A persoŶ
ǁorkiŶg iŶ a ŶearďǇ ĐorŶer shop said that he͛d felt
safe takiŶg his daughter to plaǇ there for the first
tiŵe.
͞Passers-ďǇ either igŶored us, or Đaŵe aŶd spoke
to us out of ĐuriositǇ,͟ “teǁart added. ͞“oŵe of
the regulars eǀeŶ started helpiŶg us out ďǇ giǀiŶg
us supplies.͟
Coŵpared to ŵost eǆperieŶĐes of hoŵelessŶess,
it ǁas relatiǀelǇ idǇlliĐ. But it ǁasŶ't to last.

The first trouďle froŵ the authorities Đaŵe iŶ the
forŵ of aŶ iŵŵigratioŶ raid. Hoǁeǀer, the ďorder
ageŶĐǇ fouŶd Ŷo oŶe to easilǇ deport. Most ǁere
UK ĐitizeŶs ǁho had liǀed loĐallǇ, aŶd those ǁho
ǁere froŵ aďroad all had ǁorkiŶg reĐords goiŶg
ďaĐk oǀer fiǀe Ǉears.
Papers for the Đourt heariŶg folloǁed sooŶ after,
ďut ǁere a ĐoĐk-up right froŵ the start. FirstlǇ,
theǇ͛d ďeeŶ serǀed ǁith oŶlǇ tǁo daǇs͛ ŶotiĐe,
ǁhiĐh is ďeloǁ the legal liŵit for this tǇpe of Đase.
“eĐoŶdlǇ, rather thaŶ just the eǆpeĐted
possessioŶ order ;ǁhiĐh ǁould forĐe the
oĐĐupiers to ŵoǀe oŶͿ, the papers iŶĐluded a
proposed iŶjuŶĐtioŶ. This traǀestǇ of a doĐuŵeŶt,
ǁhiĐh Ŷo oŶe iŶ the CouŶĐil has siŶĐe oǁŶed up to
ǁritiŶg, ŵade it illegal for Ŷot just the resideŶts,
ďut aŶǇ ͚persoŶs uŶkŶoǁŶ͛ to sleep rough, park a
ǀehiĐle, or Đaŵp oŶ aŶǇ puďliĐ laŶd iŶ Bristol.
It ǁould Ŷeǀer staŶd up to sĐrutiŶǇ iŶ Đourt, ďut
theŶ agaiŶ, ǁho ǁould giǀe it the sĐrutiŶǇ?
͚CertaiŶlǇ Ŷot a dozeŶ hoŵeless people͛, thought
the CouŶĐil. OŶe of ŵaŶǇ ŵistakes theǇ ŵade.
The TeŶt CitǇ resideŶts Đaŵe aloŶg to a Bristol
HousiŶg AĐtioŶ MoǀeŵeŶt ;BHAMͿ ŵeetiŶg, aŶd
got theŵselǀes last-ŵiŶute legal represeŶtatioŶ iŶ
the forŵ of aŶ eǆpert froŵ “outh West Laǁ. Due
to the aforeŵeŶtioŶed f͛ups, the judge sǁiftlǇ
adjourŶed the Đase, aŶd the TeŶt CitǇ soliĐitor ǁas
ĐoŶfideŶt he Đould rip the CouŶĐil to shreds iŶ
Đourt.
But there ǁas a sŶag. There ǁas Ŷo reĐourse to
legal aid, aŶd eǀeŶ ǁith a disĐouŶted rate, theǇ
ǁould Ŷeed £ϭ,5ϬϬ to fight the Đase.
Croǁd-fuŶdiŶg Đaŵe to the resĐue, ǁith dozeŶs of
people doŶatiŶg to ŵeet the target. BǇ the tiŵe
the seĐoŶd heariŶg rolled arouŶd, the CouŶĐil
ǁere far less ĐoŶfideŶt, lookiŶg to saǀe faĐe iŶ aŶǇ
ǁaǇ possiďle. TheǇ offered a ǁeak Đoŵproŵise,
ǁhiĐh ǁas resouŶdiŶglǇ rejeĐted ďǇ the TeŶt CitǇ
folks, ǁho respoŶded ǁith a ĐouŶter-offer that
the CouŶĐil had little ĐhoiĐe ďut to aĐĐept. It
iŶĐluded giǀiŶg theŵ four ǁeeks to leaǀe the site,
aŶd the reŵoǀal of ͚persoŶs uŶkŶoǁŶ͛ froŵ the
iŶjuŶĐtioŶ - aŶ iŵportaŶt step, as it ǁould set a
ďad preĐedeŶt aŶd alloǁ puďliĐ spaĐes to ďe

Homeless fight back against criminalisaton
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This Septeŵďer saǁ the ďiggest prisoŶer strike iŶ
history. PrisoŶers froŵ 2ϰ states, ďetǁeeŶ ϰ0
aŶd ϱ0 prisoŶs, uŶited agaiŶst prisoŶ laďour. The
praĐtiĐe has ďeeŶ desĐriďed as a ĐoŶtiŶuatioŶ of
slaǀery iŶ the US - the thirteeŶth aŵeŶdŵeŶt
alloǁs slaǀery as ͚puŶishŵeŶt for a Đriŵe͛.
PƌisoŶ laďouƌ is a $Ϯ ďillioŶ-a-Ǉeaƌ iŶdustƌǇ that
eŵploǇs ŶeaƌlǇ 9ϬϬ,ϬϬϬ pƌisoŶeƌs. TheǇ aƌe paid
oŶlǇ a feǁ ĐeŶts aŶ houƌ - oƌ ŶothiŶg, iŶ soŵe

Đlosed off fƌoŵ hoŵeless ͚peƌsoŶs uŶkŶoǁŶ͛ oŶe
ďǇ oŶe.
The judge appƌoǀed the Ŷeǁ ǁoƌdiŶg, ďut Ŷot
ďefoƌe giǀiŶg the CouŶĐil a ďolloĐkiŶg, ďoth foƌ
ďƌiŶgiŶg the oƌigiŶal iŶjuŶĐtioŶ to Đouƌt iŶ the fiƌst
plaĐe, aŶd foƌ usiŶg the phƌase, ͞Ŷo loĐal
ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs͟ as aŶ eǆĐuse Ŷot to giǀe people the
housiŶg theǇ had a ƌight to. This ǁas ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ tƌue
foƌ “teǁaƌt, ǁho pƌeǀiouslǇ ǁoƌked iŶ Bƌistol foƌ
Ǉeaƌs aŶd used to liǀe iŶ a house heƌe ǁith his
faŵilǇ. “iŶĐe the Đase, he is hopefullǇ goiŶg to get
soŵe deĐeŶt housiŶg. The Ŷight ďefoƌe the Đouƌt
heaƌiŶg, the CouŶĐil tƌied to foď hiŵ off ǁith a
plaĐe iŶ a shelteƌ, ďut he ǁasŶ't haǀiŶg that!
DuƌiŶg ouƌ iŶteƌǀieǁ, the CouŶĐil͛s oŶlǇ dediĐated
͚aŶti-soĐial ďehaǀiouƌ offiĐeƌ͛ aŶd his poliĐe
ĐhapeƌoŶe atteŶded to seƌǀe the iŶjuŶĐtioŶ. He
eǆplaiŶed that it usuallǇ fell to hiŵ to deal ǁith
Bƌistol's hoŵeless populatioŶ. The “tƌeetǁise
teaŵ ;as he is offiĐiallǇ kŶoǁŶͿ, ǁas set up to deal

With ͚pƌoďleŵatiĐ͛ ďehaǀiouƌ, ďut as seƌǀiĐes haǀe
ďeeŶ Đut ďaĐk, it has seeŶ its ƌeŵit ďallooŶ to
iŶĐlude ŶeaƌlǇ eǀeƌǇ iŶstaŶĐe of ƌough sleepiŶg.
This is iŶ shaƌp ĐoŶtƌast to the 9Ϭ͛s, ǁheŶ this
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ fell to the HousiŶg OutƌeaĐh teaŵ.
LoĐal MaǇoƌ MaƌǀiŶ ‘ees has ƌeĐeŶtlǇ aŶŶouŶĐed
a shift iŶ hoǁ hoŵelessŶess ǁill ďe haŶdled, ǁith
ǀaƌious CouŶĐil seƌǀiĐes aŶd Đhaƌities to ďe
housed iŶ oŶe ͚CitǇ OffiĐe͛. Hoǁeǀeƌ, hoŵeless
folks iŶ Bƌistol aƌe soŵeǁhat sĐeptiĐal. ͞‘ees͛ ĐitǇ
offiĐe souŶds like the Huď,͟ Ŷoted BeŶ ‘iĐhie of
BHAM. ͞IƌoŶiĐallǇ the Huď ďuildiŶg oŶ
CuŵďeƌlaŶd “tƌeet at the ďottoŵ of “tokes Cƌoft
has ďeeŶ left eŵptǇ, apaƌt fƌoŵ ϮϬϭϭ ǁheŶ it ǁas
sƋuatted ďǇ hoŵeless people.͟ IŶstead, theǇ
aƌgue, ƌesouƌĐes should ďe put toǁaƌds helpiŶg
those seƌǀiĐes that the hoŵeless ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ
geŶuiŶelǇ ǀalue, aŶd toǁaƌds ƌough sleepeƌs ǁho
aƌe oƌgaŶisiŶg to iŵpƌoǀe theiƌ oǁŶ
ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes - oƌ at least Ŷot toǁaƌds thǁaƌtiŶg
theiƌ atteŵpts.

“tates - dƌiǀiŶg doǁŶ ǁages foƌ the ƌest of the
populatioŶ. MaŶǇ of the ĐouŶtƌǇ͛s laƌgest
ĐoŵpaŶies pƌofit fƌoŵ it iŶĐludiŶg Walŵaƌt, AT&T
aŶd eǀeŶ ViĐtoƌia͛s “eĐƌet. OŶ top of this,
pƌisoŶeƌs aƌe eǆpeĐted to ĐaƌƌǇ out ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe
to the pƌisoŶs that hold theŵ.
͞TheǇ ĐaŶŶot ƌuŶ these faĐilities ǁithout us,͟
stƌike oƌgaŶiseƌs ǁƌote ahead of the aĐtioŶ. ͞We

US prisoners unite against prison slavery
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The supporters of ŶuĐlear poǁer haǀe ďeeŶ
ǁagiŶg a ǁar of propagaŶda for seǀeral Ǉears
Ŷoǁ, ǁith artiĐles iŶ Ŷeǁspapers aŶd ŵagaziŶes
aŶd appearaŶĐes oŶ TV aŶd radio. Despite
ǁidespread ŵistrust aŵoŶgst the British puďliĐ,
theǇ appear to haǀe ǁoŶ oǀer the CoŶserǀatiǀe
GoǀerŶŵeŶt, led ďǇ Theresa MaǇ. Approǀal has
ďeeŶ giǀeŶ for the ĐoŶstruĐtioŶ of a Ŷeǁ ŶuĐlear
poǁer statioŶ at HiŶkleǇ PoiŶt iŶ Soŵerset,
ǁhiĐh is set to ďe ŵore eǆpeŶsiǀe thaŶ aŶǇ other
oďjeĐt eǀer ďuilt oŶ earth. It’s Ŷot just HiŶkleǇ –

ǁill Ŷot oŶly deŵaŶd the eŶd to pƌisoŶ slaǀeƌy, ǁe
ǁill eŶd it ouƌselǀes ďy ĐeasiŶg to ďe slaǀes.”
The stƌike had ďeeŶ oƌgaŶised ŵoŶths iŶ adǀaŶĐe
ďy pƌisoŶeƌs fƌoŵ aĐƌoss the ĐouŶtƌy, usiŶg soĐial
ŵedia aŶd a Ŷetǁoƌk of sŵuggled Đell phoŶes. It
ĐulŵiŶated iŶ a ŵass ƌefusal to ǁoƌk fƌoŵ the ϵth
of Septeŵďeƌ, the aŶŶiǀeƌsaƌy of the iŶfaŵous
AttiĐa pƌisoŶ upƌisiŶg, aŶd ĐoŶtiŶuiŶg foƌ ǁeeks iŶ
soŵe aƌeas. The stƌikeƌs had ďut oŶe deŵaŶd: aŶ
eŶd to fƌee pƌisoŶ laďouƌ.
‘etaliatioŶ has hit the pƌisoŶeƌs haƌd, ǁith
supposed ͚ƌiŶg leadeƌs͛ put iŶto solitaƌy
ĐoŶfiŶeŵeŶt oƌ ďeiŶg ŵoǀed to diffeƌeŶt pƌisoŶs,
aŶd a Đoŵplete loĐk-doǁŶ of soŵe ĐeŶtƌes, ŵuĐh
of ǁhiĐh ǁas pƌe-eŵptiǀe.
PƌisoŶ offiĐials haǀe ƌeleased little details oŶ the

stƌike, aŶd iŶ soŵe Đases haǀe aĐted to pƌeǀeŶt
iŶfoƌŵatioŶ fƌoŵ gettiŶg out. BeĐause of this, it is
Ŷot kŶoǁŶ hoǁ ŵaŶy pƌisoŶeƌs paƌtiĐipated iŶ the
aĐtioŶ, ďut it is estiŵated to ďe iŶ the ƌegioŶ of
ϮϬϬ,ϬϬϬ. Theƌe haǀe also ďeeŶ ƌepoƌts of ƌiots aŶd
huŶgeƌ stƌikes, aĐĐoŵpaŶied ďy deŵoŶstƌatioŶs
outside soŵe of the pƌisoŶs, ǁith pƌotesteƌs iŶ
Đities all oǀeƌ the ǁoƌld shoǁiŶg theiƌ suppoƌt.
Neitheƌ the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ ďlaĐkout Ŷoƌ the
ƌepƌessioŶ has deŶted the pƌisoŶeƌs͛ ƌesolǀe.
For ŵore iŶforŵatioŶ, searĐh ͞Free Alaďaŵa
Faŵ͟ oŶ YouTuďe for ďroadĐasts froŵ iŶside
the prisoŶ systeŵ, aŶd take a look at the
IŶĐarĐerated Worker Ŷewsletter produĐed ďy
the IŶdustrial Workers of the World ;IWWͿ at
iwoĐ.Ŷoďlogs.org.

ďoth Whitehall aŶd BeijiŶg hiŶt that siŵilar
projeĐts are greeŶ-lighted for Bradǁell iŶ Esseǆ
aŶd Sizeǁell iŶ Suffolk. ChiŶese GeŶeral NuĐlear
;CGNͿ alreadǇ has plaŶs to desigŶ the reaĐtor at
Bradǁell, aŶd staŶd to oǁŶ tǁo-thirds of it.
The ǁhole pƌojeĐt of Ŷeǁ ŶuĐleaƌ staƌt-up ƌaises a
Ŷuŵďeƌ of ĐoŶĐeƌŶs, paƌtiĐulaƌly ĐoŶsideƌiŶg
ChiŶa's ƌeputatioŶ foƌ Đyďeƌ-espioŶage. This has
left soŵe ǁithiŶ May͛s adŵiŶistƌatioŶ, the Điǀil
seƌǀiĐe, aŶd the seĐƌet seƌǀiĐes, deeply distuƌďed
ďy the iŶflueŶĐe that ChiŶa ŵight haǀe oǀeƌ
Bƌitish ŶuĐleaƌ seĐuƌity.

TheŶ theƌe͛s the sheeƌ Đost of HiŶkley, estiŵated
at £ϯϳ ďillioŶ aĐƌoss its lifetiŵe. IŶ ƌetuƌŶ foƌ a tidy
iŶǀestŵeŶt of £ϭϴ ďillioŶ, CGN aŶd the FƌeŶĐh
ĐoŵpaŶy EDF haǀe ďeeŶ guaƌaŶteed thƌee tiŵes
the goiŶg ƌate foƌ theiƌ eleĐtƌiĐity ďy the UK
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt. AĐĐoƌdiŶg to NatioŶal Audit OffiĐe
ĐalĐulatioŶs, those guaƌaŶteed pƌeŵiuŵs aƌe set
to Đost the UK aƌouŶd £ϯϬ ďillioŶ.

The ǁhole ŶuĐleaƌ poǁeƌ pƌojeĐt ƌaises otheƌ
ƋuestioŶs, too. The plaŶts ĐaŶ ďe used to supply
ŵateƌial foƌ Bƌitish ŶuĐleaƌ ǁaƌheads. The
ƌadioaĐtiǀe ǁaste pƌoduĐt has to ďe disposed of
soŵeǁheƌe, aŶd the half-life of suĐh ǁaste is
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The TeŶth CoŶgress of the IŶterŶatioŶal of
AŶarĐhist FederatioŶs ;IFA http://i-f-a.orgͿ took
plaĐe iŶ FraŶkfurt iŶ August ϮϬϭ6. CoŶgress is
held every four years aŶd hosted ďy oŶe of IFA’s
ŵeŵďer federatioŶs, this tiŵe ďy the GerŵaŶ-
speakiŶg AŶarĐhist FederatioŶ ;FdA https://fda-
ifa.orgͿ.
Fƌoŵ the eǆistiŶg IFA ŵeŵďeƌship, all
oƌgaŶisatioŶs ǁeƌe aďle to atteŶd, eǆĐept foƌ the
IďeƌiaŶ FAI aŶd the BulgaƌiaŶ FedeƌatioŶ ǁho gaǀe
theiƌ apologies. The AŶaƌĐhist FedeƌatioŶ of
Belaƌus, affiliated to IFA, ǁas foƌĐed to disďaŶd iŶ

ŵeasuƌed iŶ the thousaŶds of Ǉeaƌs. Theƌe aƌe
also feaƌs of ŶuĐleaƌ Đatastƌophe, as shoǁĐased at
CheƌŶoďǇl iŶ the foƌŵeƌ “oǀiet UŶioŶ, aŶd ŵoƌe
ƌeĐeŶtlǇ iŶ JapaŶ. LastlǇ, the set-up of ŶuĐleaƌ
poǁeƌ statioŶs iŶǀolǀes a high degƌee of
ĐeŶtƌalisatioŶ aŶd ŵilitaƌisatioŶ, ƌeiŶfoƌĐiŶg the
idea of a top-doǁŶ seĐuƌitǇ state.
OpiŶioŶ polls shoǁ oŶlǇ 2ϱ% of people aƌe iŶ
faǀouƌ of HiŶkleǇ PoiŶt. IŶ light of this, ǁe Ŷeed to
look toǁaƌds the ƌeǀiǀal of a ŵoǀeŵeŶt agaiŶst
ŶuĐleaƌ poǁeƌ iŶ BƌitaiŶ aŶd elseǁheƌe. “uĐh a
ŵoǀeŵeŶt ǁould haǀe to ďe ďuilt aƌouŶd ŵass
ŵoďilisatioŶs aŶd diƌeĐt aĐtioŶ, aŶd Ŷot just ŵoƌe
petitioŶs. Theƌe is a ƌiĐh ϰ0-Ǉeaƌ histoƌǇ of
suĐĐessful gloďal aĐtioŶ to dƌaǁ upoŶ, fƌoŵ site
oĐĐupatioŶs to ƌoad ďloĐkades, aŶd the “top
HiŶkleǇ ĐaŵpaigŶ itself is alƌeadǇ ǁell-
estaďlished.

This ŵoǀeŵeŶt should Ŷot just ďe opposiŶg the
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd the ŶuĐleaƌ iŶdustƌǇ, ďut also the
Tƌades UŶioŶ CoŶgƌess aŶd the leadeƌs of uŶioŶs
like UŶite, GMB, aŶd UCATT, ǁho haǀe ďeeŶ
shoƌt-sighted eŶough to ǀieǁ these pƌojeĐts
puƌelǇ as joď ĐƌeatioŶ oppoƌtuŶities.
As “ue AuďƌeǇ, a spokespeƌsoŶ foƌ “top HiŶkleǇ,
said: ͞The GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt’s ŶuĐleaƌ delusioŶs aƌe
tƌǇiŶg to put the ďƌakes oŶ a ƌeŶeǁaďle eŶeƌgǇ
ƌeǀolutioŶ takiŶg plaĐe aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld. TheǇ
ĐaŶ’t ďƌiŶg theŵselǀes to adŵit that sŵaƌt,
effiĐieŶt, aŶd ƌeŶeǁaďle eŶeƌgǇ sǇsteŵs aƌe
souŶdiŶg the death-kŶell foƌ ŶuĐleaƌ poǁeƌ aŶd
aƌe staŶdiŶg iŶ the ǁaǇ of the West of EŶglaŶd
joiŶiŶg this eŶeƌgǇ ƌeǀolutioŶ - theǇ ƌeallǇ do
ŵake KiŶg CaŶute look like aŶ aŵateuƌ. It’s tiŵe
that “oŵeƌset ǁas giǀeŶ the oppoƌtuŶitǇ to joiŶ
the futuƌe.͟
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ƌeĐeŶt Ǉeaƌs due to iŶteŶse state ƌepƌessioŶ, ďut a
ŵeŵďeƌ of Belaƌus AŶaƌĐhist BlaĐk Cƌoss
atteŶded. Theƌe ǁeƌe also oďseƌǀeƌ delegatioŶs
pƌeseŶt fƌoŵ aŶaƌĐhist oƌgaŶisatioŶs iŶ
AzeƌďaijaŶ, Kuƌdish IƌaƋ, Tuƌkey (DevƌiŵĐi AŶaƌşist
FaaliǇetͿ, Neǁ )ealaŶd/Aoteaƌoa, as ǁell as a
GeƌŵaŶ aŶaƌĐho-sǇŶdiĐalist uŶioŶ ;FAUͿ. The
AŶaƌĐhist PolitiĐal OƌgaŶisatioŶ iŶ GƌeeĐe Ŷot oŶlǇ
atteŶded, ďut also aŶŶouŶĐed theiƌ iŶteŶtioŶ to
joiŶ IFA.

AŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt featuƌe of the ĐoŶgƌess ǁas the
ŵuĐh eǆpaŶded affiliatioŶ of LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ
oƌgaŶisatioŶs. The AŶaƌĐhist FedeƌatioŶ of MeǆiĐo
;FAMͿ, FedeƌaĐioŶ AŶaƌƋuista LoĐal de Valdiǀia
;FALVͿ fƌoŵ “outheƌŶ Chile, aŶd IŶiĐiatiǀa
Fedeƌalista AŶaƌƋuista ;IFABͿ fƌoŵ Bƌazil all
ďeĐaŵe ŵeŵďeƌs oŶ the fiƌst daǇ, as ǁeƌe
ŵeŵďeƌs of the ĐolleĐtiǀe ďehiŶd El Liďeƌtaƌio, aŶ
aŶaƌĐhist papeƌ iŶ VeŶezuela. Meŵďeƌs of gƌoups
fƌoŵ DoŵiŶiĐaŶ RepuďliĐ, Cuďa, aŶd El “alǀadoƌ
ǁeƌe also pƌeseŶt. Togetheƌ theǇ haǀe foƌŵed the
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AŶaƌĐhist FedeƌatioŶ of CeŶtƌal AŵeƌiĐa aŶd the
CaƌiďďeaŶ ;FACCͿ, ǁhiĐh also hopes to ďeĐoŵe
paƌt of the iŶteƌŶatioŶal. Theƌe aƌe plaŶs foƌ aŶ
͚All AŵeƌiĐas͛ aŶaƌĐhist ŵeetiŶg iŶ Bƌazil to take
plaĐe iŶ ϮϬϭϳ.
To fuƌtheƌ the gƌoǁth aŶd effeĐtiǀeŶess of IFA,
tǁo ŵajoƌ stƌuĐtuƌal ĐhaŶges ǁeƌe agƌeed. The
fiƌst ǁill ŵake it easieƌ foƌ Ŷeǁ gƌoups aŶd
fedeƌatioŶs to joiŶ, eǀeŶ ǁheŶ theǇ do Ŷot oĐĐupǇ
aŶ eŶtiƌe ĐouŶtƌǇ. The seĐoŶd alloǁs foƌ ƋuiĐkeƌ
deĐisioŶ ŵakiŶg ǁithiŶ IFA, ǁithout ĐoŵpƌoŵisiŶg
its deŵoĐƌatiĐ Ŷatuƌe oƌ aŶaƌĐhist stƌuĐtuƌe.
The ŵaiŶ politiĐal theŵes oŶ the ageŶda ǁeƌe
ŵigƌatioŶ, ͚fight foƌ the ĐitǇ͛, aŶd oppositioŶ to
patƌiaƌĐhǇ, ǁaƌ aŶd ŶatioŶalisŵ. The SloǀeŶia aŶd
Cƌoatia ďased FedeƌatioŶ of AŶaƌĐhist OƌgaŶisiŶg
;FAOͿ iŶitiated a plaŶ, ǁhiĐh has siŶĐe ďeguŶ, foƌ
ŵeŵďeƌ fedeƌatioŶs to shaƌe peƌspeĐtiǀes aŶd
ǁoƌk togetheƌ oŶ issues aƌouŶd ŵigƌatioŶ. IŶ the

UK, AFed ǁill ďe doiŶg ŵoƌe of this iŶ the ĐoŵiŶg
ŵoŶths ;see ‘esistaŶĐe ϭϲϬ foƌ ƌeĐeŶt
iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aďout No Boƌdeƌs aĐtiǀisŵ iŶ the UKͿ.
Despite IFA haǀiŶg ďeeŶ iŶ eǆisteŶĐe siŶĐe ϭϵϲϴ, it
is faiƌ to saǇ that ǁe aƌe still iŶ the pƌoĐess of
disĐoǀeƌiŶg eǆaĐtlǇ ǁhat it ĐaŶ pƌaĐtiĐallǇ pƌoǀide
foƌ its ŵeŵďeƌ fedeƌatioŶs. Yet theƌe is little
douďt, espeĐiallǇ aŵoŶg those iŶ atteŶdaŶĐe, of
the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of ďuildiŶg liŶks ǁith those fƌoŵ
diffeƌeŶt ďaĐkgƌouŶds aŶd loĐatioŶs, ǁhetheƌ
these ďe liŶks of peƌsoŶal fƌieŶdships,
oƌgaŶisatioŶal Ŷetǁoƌks, oƌ soŵethiŶg iŶ
ďetǁeeŶ.
At the eŶd of the ĐoŶgƌess, the FƌeŶĐh-speakiŶg
AŶaƌĐhist FedeƌatioŶ ;FAͿ Đoŵpleted theiƌ peƌiod
as the iŶteƌŶatioŶal ĐooƌdiŶatoƌs of IFA ;kŶoǁŶ as
the SeĐƌetaƌiatͿ. That positioŶ Ŷoǁ falls to AFed
heƌe iŶ the UK, aŶd ǁe look foƌǁaƌd to helpiŶg
spƌead aŶaƌĐhǇ aĐƌoss the ǁoƌld.


