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The Great War Con�nues

͞Those who doŶ’t kŶow history are dooŵed to repeat it.͟ - EdŵuŶd Buƌke

As the thƌeat of ǁaƌ looŵs iŶ EasteƌŶ Euƌope eĐhoiŶg 
the thƌeat of a thiƌd Woƌld Waƌ yet to Đoŵe, the 
ϭϬϬth aŶŶiǀeƌsaƌy of the outďƌeak of Woƌld Waƌ OŶe 
looŵs ŵoƌe as a lessoŶ foƌ ouƌ �ŵe thaŶ ŵeƌely a 
dusty pieĐe of histoƌy.

IŶ ϭ9ϭϰ, a ǀioleŶt aĐt of “laǀ Ŷa�oŶalisŵ took the 
ďƌakes off Euƌope͛s alliaŶĐes aŶd tƌeaty systeŵs 
dƌiǀiŶg ƌiǀal poǁeƌ ďloĐks iŶto a deǀasta�Ŷg aƌŵed 
ĐoŶfliĐt that ǁƌaĐked Euƌope ǁith its ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes 
foƌ the ĐeŶtuƌy to Đoŵe. The ĐuƌƌeŶt ĐoŶfliĐt is as 
ŵuĐh fƌaŵed ďy tƌea�es aŶd �ŵetaďles as theŶ. 
‘ussia ǁaŶts its shaƌe of UkƌaiŶe ďefoƌe it slides iŶto 
the fƌaŵeǁoƌk of the EU aŶd NATO aŶd the stakes 
ǁould ďe higheƌ.

Befoƌe the ĐuƌƌeŶt fog oǀeƌ the Cƌiŵea theƌe ǁeƌe 
those iŶ BƌitaiŶ ǁho sought to ƌeǀise the Fiƌst Woƌld 

Waƌ aŶd Đlaiŵ it as a souƌĐe of Ŷa�oŶal pƌide aŶd 
dƌess up the death of ϭϯ ŵillioŶ as a pƌiĐe ǁoƌth 
payiŶg iŶ a ͚just͛ ǁaƌ. Weƌe the ŵillioŶs of ǁoƌkeƌs 
led iŶto a ǁaƌ ďetǁeeŶ ƌuliŶg elites of ďaŶkeƌs aŶd 
aƌistoĐƌats ͞lioŶs led ďy doŶkeys͟ oƌ tƌue soŶs of 
fƌeedoŵ defeŶdiŶg all that ǁas good iŶ BƌitaiŶ? The 
deďate is a sŵoke sĐƌeeŶ to hide oŶe of the gƌeatest 
ŵass ŵuƌdeƌs iŶ histoƌy. It͛s haƌdly suƌpƌisiŶg that 
those ǁho ǁaŶt to Đeleďƌate the geŶeƌals aŶd spiƌit 
of Eŵpiƌe aŶd Đlaiŵ the ǁaƌ as ͚just͛ aƌe the pƌiǀi-
leged gƌeat gƌaŶdĐhildƌeŶ of the ͚doŶkeys͛.

The ĐuƌƌeŶt ĐoŶfliĐt has the saŵe ƌoots as its histoƌi-
Đal pƌedeĐessoƌ - a ĐoŶfliĐt ďetǁeeŶ elites, the gaŶg-
steƌ Đapitalisŵ of the ‘ussiaŶ oligaƌĐhs ǀeƌsus the 
fƌee ŵaƌket pluŶdeƌeƌs of the Ŷeoliďeƌal EuƌopeaŶ 
Đluď. ͚Just͛ oƌ ͚uŶjust͛ is the Ŷeǁ sŵokesĐƌeeŶ agaiŶ.

IŶteƌŶa�oŶal ĐoŶfliĐts ďetǁeeŶ oƌ ǁithiŶ states oŶly 
haǀe oŶe lessoŶ, aŶd that is those of us ǁith Ŷo ƌeal 
stake, ǁoƌkeƌs oŶ ďoth sides, die, lead oƌ dƌiǀeŶ ďy 
the doŶkeys, to pƌeseƌǀe theiƌ poǁeƌ, pƌofit aŶd 
pƌiǀilege. The lessoŶs Ŷoǁ as theŶ aƌe the saŵe - ǁe 
die, the ƌiĐh pillage, aŶd theiƌ pƌide is ouƌ shaŵe.

͞All wars are fought for ŵoŶey.͟
“oĐƌates ;philosopheƌͿ
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All who died iŶ the Ŷaŵe of freedoŵ, or huŵaŶ rights,
or deŵocracy, or feŵiŶisŵ…

The “aturdays lauŶĐh ϮϬϭϬ’s Poppy Appeal - see how happy 
aŶd liďerated they are! That’s what GraŶdpa fought for!

͞War agaiŶst a foreigŶ couŶtry oŶly 
happeŶs wheŶ the ŵoŶeyed classes 

thiŶk they are goiŶg to profit froŵ it.͟ 
Geoƌge Oƌǁell ;authoƌͿ

I ǁas alǁaǇs the ďelligeƌeŶt Đhild at sĐhool ǁho speŶt 
faƌ too loŶg oŶ ŵǇ soapďoǆ ;li�le has ĐhaŶgedͿ, aŶd 
eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ I͛d haǀe the saŵe aƌguŵeŶt aďout the 
poppǇ appeal. YesteƌdaǇ I Đaŵe aĐƌoss aŶ eǆĐelleŶt 
pieĐe fƌoŵ Wales OŶliŶe ǁƌi�eŶ ahead of ‘eŵeŵ-
ďƌaŶĐe DaǇ iŶ ϮϬϭϬ, ǁheƌe eǆ-“A“ soldieƌ BeŶ GƌiffiŶ 
puďliĐlǇ, aŶd eǆĐelleŶtlǇ, Đƌi�Đised the PoppǇ Appeal 
as a poli�Đal tool.

GƌiffiŶ ǁas the fiƌst “A“ soldieƌ to ƌefuse to go iŶto 
Đoŵďat oŶ poli�Đal gƌouŶds, aŶd le� the aƌŵǇ iŶ 
ϮϬϬ5. He Ƌues�oŶs the ‘oǇal Bƌi�sh LegioŶ͛s use of 
Đeleďƌi�es ;suĐh as The “atuƌdaǇs, seeŶ piĐtuƌedͿ, aŶd 
ƌeŵiŶds us theƌe͛s ŵoƌe to ǁaƌ thaŶ joǇful fƌoliĐkiŶg 
iŶ poppǇ-shaped ĐoŶfe�: ͞The ‘BL ǁould saǇ theǇ aƌe 
ŵodeƌŶisiŶg aŶd appealiŶg to a ǇouŶgeƌ geŶeƌa�oŶ. I 
disagƌee. I thiŶk that theiƌ stuŶts tƌiǀialise, Ŷoƌŵalise 
aŶd saŶi�se ǁaƌ.͟

GƌiffiŶ also poiŶts out that the laŶguage of the Đaŵ-
paigŶ, uƌgiŶg us to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ouƌ ͞heƌoes͟ aŶd 
͞suppoƌt ouƌ tƌoops͟ a�eŵpts to depoli�Đise aŶd 
ŵǇs�fǇ Ŷot just the PoppǇ Appeal ďut ǁaƌ itself:

͞The use of the ǁoƌd ͚heƌo͛ gloƌifies ǁaƌ aŶd glosses 
oǀeƌ the uglǇ ƌealitǇ. Waƌ is ŶothiŶg like a JohŶ WaǇŶe 
ŵoǀie. Theƌe is ŶothiŶg heƌoiĐ aďout ďeiŶg ďloǁŶ up 
iŶ a ǀehiĐle, theƌe is ŶothiŶg heƌoiĐ aďout ďeiŶg shot iŶ 
aŶ aŵďush aŶd theƌe is ŶothiŶg heƌoiĐ aďout the 
deaths of ĐouŶtless ĐiǀiliaŶs. CalliŶg ouƌ soldieƌs 
heƌoes is aŶ a�eŵpt to s�fle Đƌi�Đisŵ of the ǁaƌs ǁe 

aƌe figh�Ŷg iŶ. It leads us to that ŵost suďtle pieĐe of 
pƌopagaŶda: You ŵight Ŷot support the war ďut you 
ŵust support our heroes, ergo you support the war.͟ 

GƌiffiŶ of Đouƌse is Ŷot aloŶe iŶ his Đƌi�Ƌue of ǁaƌ fƌoŵ 
a ǀeteƌaŶ͛s peƌspeĐ�ǀe, aŶd HaƌƌǇ PatĐh͛s faŵous 
Ƌuote has ďeeŶ giǀeŶ a thoƌough aiƌiŶg oŶ the soĐial 
Ŷetǁoƌk feeds of those ǁith aŶ�-ǁaƌ peƌsuasioŶs.

͞War is orgaŶised ŵurder, aŶd ŶothiŶg else͟

But ǁhat is it ͞ouƌ heƌoes͟ 
aƌe aĐtuallǇ figh�Ŷg foƌ? The 
Ŷoďle Đause of ͞fƌeedoŵ͟ is 
a slippeƌǇ ĐategoƌǇ, ǁhiĐh 
eǀeƌǇoŶe ĐaŶ Đlaiŵ as theiƌ 
oǁŶ, as shoǁŶ ďǇ the 
ďizaƌƌe ĐogŶi�ǀe dissoŶaŶĐe 
that alloǁs the EDL to thƌoǁ 
Nazi salutes…ǁhilst also 
͞hoŶouƌiŶg͟ the falleŶ 
tƌoops of WWII oŶ ‘eŵeŵ-
ďƌaŶĐe DaǇ. Foƌ this aŶd 
ŵaŶǇ otheƌ ƌeasoŶs, I shaƌe GƌiffiŶ͛s uŶease at the 
suďtle ideologǇ eǆeƌĐised ďǇ the all-peƌǀasiǀe poppǇ, 
Đlaiŵed ďǇ the ‘BL to ďe ͞Ŷeutƌal͟ ďut iŶ ƌealitǇ 
aŶǇthiŶg ďut. HappilǇ, the use aŶd ŵisuse of poli�Đal 
ideals suĐh as huŵaŶitaƌiaŶisŵ, fƌeedoŵ, deŵoĐƌaĐǇ, 
aŶd feŵale eŵaŶĐipa�oŶ to jus�fǇ iŵpeƌialist ŵilitaƌǇ 
iŶteƌǀeŶ�oŶs has ďeeŶ ǁƌi�eŶ aďout ďǇ a seleĐ�oŶ of 
ŵǇ ĐuƌƌeŶt faǀouƌite ǁƌiteƌs.

IŶ his iŶtƌoduĐ�oŶ to VioleŶĐe, “laǀoj Žižek Đƌi�Ƌues 
the seŶse of ͞huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ uƌgeŶĐǇ͟ so o�eŶ used as 
ǁiŶdoǁ dƌessiŶg to jus�fǇ ǁaƌ. A�eƌ all, if ǁe͛ƌe 
figh�Ŷg a ǁaƌ foƌ huŵaŶ ƌights, fƌeedoŵ, deŵoĐƌaĐǇ 

aŶd all those gƌeat thiŶgs, hoǁ 
ĐaŶ Ǉou ďe aŶ�-ǁaƌ? Hoǁ Đould 
Ǉou ďe aŶ�-deŵoĐƌaĐǇ, aŶ�-
fƌeedoŵ  EǀeŶ Bush aŶd Blaiƌ 
suppoƌted ͞deŵoĐƌaĐǇ͟ a�eƌ all.

NiŶa Poǁeƌ, iŶ OŶe DiŵeŶsioŶal 
WoŵaŶ, dƌaǁs a�eŶ�oŶ to the 
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͞The welfare of the people in
par�Đular has always ďeen the aliďi

of tyrants.͟
Alďeƌt Caŵus ;philosopheƌ aŶd authoƌͿ 

iŶĐƌeasiŶg Đo-op�oŶ of feŵiŶisŵ to suppoƌt ŵilitaƌǇ 
iŶteƌǀeŶ�oŶs, paƌ�ĐulaƌlǇ ǁith ƌegaƌd to ƌeĐeŶt 
ĐoŶfliĐts iŶ the Middle East. The TaliďaŶ’s aďhoƌƌeŶt 
tƌeatŵeŶt of ǁoŵeŶ ǁas Đited oǀeƌ aŶd oǀeƌ agaiŶ as 
the ĐoŵpelliŶg ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ ǁe haǀe to go to ǁaƌ ǁith 
AfghaŶistaŶ, aŶd ǁe haǀe to go NOW. Hoǁ ĐaŶ Ǉou 
oppose ǁaƌ ǁith AfghaŶistaŶ, if peaĐe ǁith AfghaŶi-
staŶ ŵeaŶs suppoƌ�Ŷg a ďƌutal ƌegiŵe that thƌoǁs 
aĐid iŶ the faĐes of ǁould-ďe sĐhool giƌls? Poǁeƌ 
poiŶts out, Ƌuite ƌightlǇ, that the ǁaƌ ŵade it eǀeŶ 
ŵoƌe daŶgeƌous to ďe aŶ AfghaŶ feŵiŶist, lest Ǉou ďe 
laďelled aŶ ageŶt of the oĐĐupǇiŶg foƌĐes. Not to 
ŵeŶ�oŶ the aďsuƌditǇ of the poli�Đal ƌight suddeŶlǇ 
adop�Ŷg ǁoŵeŶ’s ƌights as theiƌ ďa�le ĐƌǇ aŶd Đause 
ĐĠlğďƌe, ǁhilst siŵultaŶeouslǇ a�aĐkiŶg ǁoŵeŶ at 
hoŵe thƌough ƌeŵoǀal of esseŶ�al pƌoǀisioŶs to 
pƌoteĐt fƌoŵ doŵes�Đ aďuse aŶd pƌoǀide healthĐaƌe 
aŶd aĐĐess to aďoƌ�oŶ.

Theƌe’s ŵaŶǇ otheƌ ĐoŵpelliŶg aƌguŵeŶts agaiŶst the 
PoppǇ Appeal aŶd ǁhat it ƌepƌeseŶts – the seeŵiŶglǇ 
apoli�Đal use of kitsĐh Ŷa�oŶalisŵ to daŵpeŶ aŶǇ 
Đƌi�Đal ƌefleĐ�oŶ oƌ disseŶt; the aďsuƌditǇ of ͞ƌeŵeŵ

ďeƌiŶg͟ the ǁaƌ, ǁhilst ǁe ĐoŶ�Ŷue ǁith ŵul�ple 
ŵilitaƌǇ ĐaŵpaigŶs aŶd oĐĐupa�oŶs aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld; 
the hǇpoĐƌisǇ of a goǀeƌŶŵeŶt that ĐaŶ affoƌd to seŶd 
soldieƌs to ǁaƌ, ďut leaǀes theiƌ ǁelfaƌe up to ĐhaƌitǇ 
upoŶ theiƌ ƌetuƌŶ. All thiŶgs ĐoŶsideƌed, I s�ll ǁoŶ’t ďe 
ďuǇiŶg a poppǇ this Ǉeaƌ.

Editorial: Asseŵbly LiŶe Murder
This issue of ResistaŶĐe is deǀoted to Waƌ aŶd Opposi-
�oŶ to Waƌ. The CeŶteŶŶial of the Fiƌst Woƌld Waƌ is 
ďeiŶg used as aŶ eǆĐuse foƌ fiǀe Ǉeaƌs of pƌopagaŶda 
aiŵed at shoǁiŶg that the ďutĐheƌǇ of ŵillioŶs ǁas 
jus�fied iŶ the Ŷaŵe of DeŵoĐƌaĐǇ agaiŶst GeƌŵaŶ 
ŵilitaƌisŵ. NothiŶg Đould ďe fuƌtheƌ fƌoŵ the tƌuth. IŶ 
BƌitaiŶ, FƌaŶĐe aŶd the U“A, aŶǇ opposi�oŶ to the ǁaƌ 
ǁas ŵet ǁith ƌepƌessioŶ, aŶd  deŵoĐƌa�Đ ƌights that 
had ďeeŶ takeŶ foƌ gƌaŶted ǁeƌe suppƌessed. The 
pƌopagaŶda ĐaŵpaigŶ that is ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ ďeiŶg Đaƌƌied  
out heƌe iŶ BƌitaiŶ, aŶd iŶ otheƌ ĐouŶtƌies that ǁeƌe 
paƌt of the alliaŶĐe agaiŶst Austƌia aŶd GeƌŵaŶǇ, ǁill 
dǁell upoŶ the ͞uŶitǇ of the Ŷa�oŶ͟ ǁhiĐh is uŶited iŶ 
the faĐe of adǀeƌsitǇ. This ǁill ďe used foƌ the pƌeseŶt 
situa�oŶ ǁheŶ it is aƌgued that ǁe ŵust all Đoŵe 
togetheƌ iŶ the faĐe of adǀeƌsitǇ aŶd ŵeeklǇ aĐĐept 
Đuts aŶd austeƌitǇ ŵeasuƌes.

AlƌeadǇ, the EduĐa�oŶ “eĐƌetaƌǇ MiĐhael Goǀe is 
adǀaŶĐiŶg the idea that the Fiƌst Woƌld Waƌ ǁas a 
͞just ǁaƌ͟ ǁheƌe, ͞The ƌuthless soĐial DaƌǁiŶisŵ of 
the GeƌŵaŶ elites, the pi�less appƌoaĐh theǇ took to 
oĐĐupa�oŶ, theiƌ aggƌessiǀelǇ eǆpaŶsioŶist ǁaƌ aiŵs 
aŶd theiƌ sĐoƌŶ foƌ the iŶteƌŶa�oŶal oƌdeƌ all ŵade 
ƌesistaŶĐe ŵoƌe thaŶ jus�fied͟.

Hoǁeǀeƌ, the ƌealitǇ ǁas that the Bƌi�sh Eŵpiƌe, ǁith 
its iŵpeƌialist FƌeŶĐh allǇ aŶd  the Đƌuel aŶd autoĐƌa�Đ 
RussiaŶ Eŵpiƌe of the Tsaƌ ;aŶd lateƌ ǁith the U“AͿ, 

ǁeŶt to ǁaƌ agaiŶst GeƌŵaŶǇ,aŶotheƌ iŵpeƌialist 
poǁeƌ, ǁho iŶ tuƌŶ ǁeƌe suppoƌted ďǇ the deĐƌepit 
Austƌo-HuŶgaƌiaŶ Eŵpiƌe. IŶ this iŶdustƌialised slaugh-
teƌ, it ǁas the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlasses of ALL these ĐouŶtƌies 
ǁho ǁeƌe ŵoǁŶ doǁŶ iŶ theiƌ ŵillioŶs, hoƌƌeŶdouslǇ 
ŵaiŵed aŶd psǇĐhologiĐallǇ daŵaged. 

Whetheƌ iŶ the UŶited “tates, BƌitaiŶ, FƌaŶĐe oƌ 
elseǁheƌe opposi�oŶ to aŶotheƌ ǁaƌ is ǁidespƌead 
aŶd has haŵpeƌed U“A/Bƌi�sh/FƌeŶĐh effoƌts to 
iŶteƌǀeŶe iŶ “Ǉƌia. The ĐeŶteŶŶial of the Fiƌst Woƌld 
Waƌ ŵust Ŷot ďe alloǁed to ďe used as a ŵeaŶs of 
ƌeǀeƌsiŶg this ǁaƌ-ǁeaƌiŶess. We should ƌeŵeŵďeƌ 
that BƌitaiŶ has ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ a ǁaƌ soŵeǁheƌe 
aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld CONTINUOU“LY siŶĐe the ϭϳϲϬs. 
This Ǉeaƌ, ǁith ǁithdƌaǁal fƌoŵ the Middle East aŶd 
AfghaŶistaŶ, ǁill ďe the fiƌst Ǉeaƌ that BƌitaiŶ has Ŷot 
ďeeŶ at ǁaƌ- uŶless of Đouƌse a Ŷeǁ oppoƌtuŶitǇ 
Đoŵes aloŶg.

We oppose aŶǇ effoƌts to iŶǀolǀe BƌitaiŶ iŶ aŶǇ futuƌe 
ǁaƌs just as ǁe oppose the Đeleďƌa�oŶ of the Fiƌst 
Woƌld Waƌ, a ďutĐheƌǇ of ŵillioŶs.
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The Real Face of War 
The suƌgeoŶ aŶd aƌ�st HeŶƌǇ ToŶks ďeĐaŵe a lieuteŶaŶt iŶ the ‘oǇal AƌŵǇ MediĐal Coƌps iŶ ϭϵϭϲ. He ǁoƌked at 
the Caŵďƌidge MilitaƌǇ Hospital iŶ Aldeƌshot aŶd the QueeŶ͛s Hospital , “idĐup, ǁheƌe he ƌeĐoƌded hoƌƌifiĐ faĐial 
iŶjuƌies sustaiŶed ďǇ soldieƌs iŶ the ǁaƌ. He ǁoƌked uŶdeƌ the supeƌǀisioŶ of the pioŶeeƌ plas�Đ suƌgeoŶ Haƌold 
Gillies, pƌoǀidiŶg pastel sketĐhes of Ŷightŵaƌe iŶjuƌies. Oǀeƌ ϭϭ,ϬϬϬ opeƌa�oŶs ǁeƌe peƌfoƌŵed oŶ ŵoƌe thaŶ 
ϱ,ϬϬϬ soldieƌs. “oŵe of the sketĐhes ĐaŶ ďe seeŶ iŶ the eǆhiďi�oŶ at the Na�oŶal Poƌtƌait GalleƌǇ uŶ�l JuŶe 
ϭϱth, ϮϬϭϰ.

EƌŶst FƌiedƌiĐh ǁas a GeƌŵaŶ aŶaƌĐhist ǁho took paƌt as a Ǉouth iŶ the GeƌŵaŶ ‘eǀolu�oŶ of ϭϵϭϴ. Lateƌ oŶ he 
deĐided to ďƌiŶg put a ďook Đalled Waƌ AgaiŶst Waƌ, ǁhiĐh fiƌst appeaƌed iŶ ϭϵϮϰ. He had ĐolleĐted ŵaŶǇ 
photogƌaphs of soldieƌs ǁith appalliŶg faĐial iŶjuƌies iŶfliĐted duƌiŶg Woƌld Waƌ OŶe, aŶd he puďlished these 
ǁith iƌoŶiĐ Đap�oŶs, o�eŶ pu�Ŷg offiĐial ŵilitaƌis�Đ stateŵeŶts aloŶgside the iŵages of disfiguƌeŵeŶt.

While ǁe haǀe deĐided to Ŷot ƌepƌiŶt theŵ heƌe due to the gƌaphiĐ Ŷatuƌe of the ǁoƌk, ǁe ǁould eŶĐouƌage 
ouƌ ƌeadeƌs to tƌǇ to see ToŶks͛s sketĐhes aŶd tƌǇ to get a look at FƌiedƌiĐh͛s ďook. TheǇ ƌeǀeal like Ŷo ǁoƌds ĐaŶ 
the ƌeal hoƌƌoƌ of ǁaƌ aŶd its dƌeadful ĐouŶteŶaŶĐe.

A Nice Li�le War
This ar�Đle ǁas ǁri�eŶ at the eŶd of the FalklaŶds 
War. It is repriŶted here ďeĐause li�le if aŶythiŶg has 
ĐhaŶged as to ǁhy goǀerŶŵeŶts go to ǁar. It ǁas 
eĐoŶoŵiĐs, oil aŶd distraĐ�oŶ ďaĐk theŶ aŶd it s�ll is 
Ŷoǁ.

Apƌil ϭst ϭϵϴϮ

AƌgeŶ�Ŷa. Woƌkeƌs deŵoŶstƌa�oŶs. “tƌikes. ‘iots. 
ϮϬϬϬ ǁoƌkeƌs aƌƌested. Cƌies of ͞AƌgeŶ�Ŷe͟, ͞Fƌee-
doŵ͟ aŶd ͞It͛s ĐoŵiŶg to aŶ eŶd, the ŵilitaƌǇ diĐtatoƌ-
ship!͟ These aĐĐoŵpaŶied the ŵost seƌious outďƌeak 
of Điǀil uŶƌest siŶĐe the ŵilitaƌǇ seized poǁeƌ iŶ ϭϵϳϲ 
aŶd aďout  ŵassaĐƌiŶg oppoŶeŶts, aŵid the total 
Đollapse of the eĐoŶoŵǇ.

BƌitaiŶ. “oaƌiŶg uŶeŵploǇŵeŶt. Massiǀe iŶteƌest 
ƌates. FalliŶg pƌoduĐ�oŶ. A ŵassiǀelǇ uŶpopulaƌ 
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt. ‘iots the pƌeǀious suŵŵeƌ thƌoughout 
the Đi�es of BƌitaiŶ.

Apƌil ϮŶd ϭϵϴϮ. 

AƌgeŶ�ŶiaŶ foƌĐes iŶǀade aŶd ĐoŶƋueƌ the FalklaŶd 
IslaŶds - a sheep-filled ǁastelaŶd, thousaŶds of ŵiles 
fƌoŵ BƌitaiŶ. A desolate plaĐe ǁhiĐh feǁ people iŶ 
BƌitaiŶ Đould eǀeŶ fiŶd oŶ a ŵap. Tǁo thousaŶd 
iŶhaďitaŶts, ǁoƌkiŶg iŶ Ŷeaƌ-feudal ĐoŶdi�oŶs foƌ a 
pƌiǀate ĐoŵpaŶǇ, deŶied aŶǇ saǇ iŶ theiƌ futuƌe oƌ 
eǀeŶ the ƌight to liǀe iŶ the BƌitaiŶ of ǁhiĐh theǇ aƌe 

͞The people ĐaŶ alwaǇs ďe ďrought to the ďiddiŶg of the leaders...tell theŵ 
theǇ are ďeiŶg a�aĐked, aŶd deŶouŶĐe the peaĐeŵakers for laĐk of patrio�sŵ 

aŶd eǆposiŶg the ĐouŶtrǇ to daŶger.͟
HeƌŵaŶ GoeƌiŶg ;Nazi ŵilitaƌǇ leadeƌͿ

said to haǀe felt so pƌoud. Tǁo thousaŶd iŶhaďitaŶts 
ǁhose ǁages ǁeƌe a ŵeƌe ϱϬ% of the Bƌi�sh Ŷoƌŵ. 
IŶhaďitaŶts ǁho ĐouldŶ͛t eǀeŶ keep theiƌ hoŵes if 
theǇ lost theiƌ joďs.

AŶd ǁheŶ it ǁas all oǀeƌ? Oǀeƌ tǁo thousaŶd ǇouŶg 
ǁoƌkeƌs dead, ŵaŶǇ ŵoƌe hoƌƌiďlǇ ŵu�lated aŶd 
ǁouŶded. A ǀast Ŷeǁ ŵilitaƌǇ ďase set up iŶ the south 
AtlaŶ�Đ aŶd thousaŶds of ŵillioŶs of pouŶds speŶt to 
aĐhieǀe it. AŶd ŵoƌe ͚iŵpoƌtaŶtlǇ͛, staďilitǇ iŶ ďoth 
ĐouŶtƌies. DeŵoĐƌaĐǇ ƌetuƌŶs to AƌgeŶ�Ŷa - the ďe�eƌ 
to eǆploit the ǁoƌkiŶg people, to iŵpose austeƌitǇ aŶd 
sĐapegoats foƌ the eĐoŶoŵǇ͛s failuƌe fouŶd iŶ the 
defeated juŶta. IŶ BƌitaiŶ the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌe-eleĐted 
ǁith a ϭϱϬ seat ŵajoƌitǇ, deteƌŵiŶed to pƌess oŶ ǁith 
austeƌitǇ. Aďle to take oŶ aŶd defeat the ŵiŶeƌs aŶd 
aŶǇ otheƌ gƌoup of ǁoƌkeƌs uŶpatƌio�Đ eŶough to step 
out of liŶe.

What ǁas it all foƌ? Foƌ the AƌgeŶ�ŶiaŶ juŶta the 
aŶsǁeƌ ǁas siŵple. “iŶĐe ĐoŵiŶg to poǁeƌ, the 
eǆĐhaŶge ƌate had falleŶ fƌoŵ ϲϱ pesos to the dollaƌ 
to oǀeƌ ϭϭ,ϱϬϬ to the dollaƌ. FoƌeigŶ deďt ǁas soaƌiŶg 
to $ϯϮ ďillioŶ. “taďilitǇ of a soƌts had ďeeŶ aĐhieǀed ďǇ 
the kidŶap aŶd ŵuƌdeƌ of ϭϮ,ϬϬϬ poli�Đal oppoŶeŶts. 
But the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁas oŶ the poiŶt of Đollapse, 
aloŶg ǁith the Ŷa�oŶal eĐoŶoŵǇ. A ŶiĐe li�le ǁaƌ 
Đould ďƌiŶg the people ďaĐk ďehiŶd the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt, 
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͞Eǀery ǁar ǁheŶ it Đoŵes, or ďefore it Đoŵes, is represeŶted Ŷot as a ǁar ďut as 
aŶ aĐt of self-defeŶĐe agaiŶst a hoŵiĐidal ŵaŶiaĐ.͟

Geoƌge Oƌǁell ;authoƌͿ

Đould stop the stƌikes aŶd deŵoŶstƌa�oŶs. Theiƌ 
eaƌlieƌ dispute ǁith Chile had ďeeŶ pƌoŵisiŶg, ďut had 
iƌƌita�ŶglǇ ďeeŶ stopped ďǇ aŶ outside iŶteƌǀeŶ�oŶ. 
AŶǇǁaǇ, theƌe ǁas alǁaǇs the hope that the Bƌi�sh 
ǁould giǀe up - ϭϮ,ϬϬϬ ŵiles ǁas suĐh a loŶg ǁaǇ to 
Đoŵe aŶd eǀeŶ if theǇ did, theiƌ supplǇ liŶe ǁould ďe 
teƌƌiďlǇ ǁeak.

IŶ BƌitaiŶ theƌe ǁeƌe ƌuŵouƌs of ǁealth ďeŶeath the 
sea - oil, ďut these ǁeƌe alǁaǇs disputed. Theƌe ǁas 
talk of the Ŷeed to pƌojeĐt BƌitaiŶ͛s ƌights to the 
AŶtaƌĐ�Đ. The FalklaŶd IslaŶds CoŵpaŶǇ had iŵpoƌ-
taŶt fƌieŶds, iŶĐludiŶg DeŶŶis ThatĐheƌ, the Pƌiŵe 
MiŶisteƌ͛s husďaŶd. But these ǁeƌe haƌdlǇ ƌeasoŶs 
eŶough to ŵouŶt a ŵilitaƌǇ iŶǀasioŶ. The tƌuth ŵust 
lie iŶ the Noƌth, ǁith NATO͛s ƌeal eŶeŵǇ, the “oǀiet 
BloĐ. At stake ǁas the aďilitǇ of oŶe of NATO͛s ŵost 
iŵpoƌtaŶt states to defeŶd itself ďoth iŶteƌests aŶd 
teƌƌitoƌies. At stake ǁas the ƌesolǀe of the U“A to 
suppoƌt oŶe of the ŵost ĐoŶsisteŶt allies, its uŶsiŶk-
aďle aiƌĐƌa� Đaƌƌieƌ iŶ the Noƌth “ea. At stake ǁas 
Bƌi�sh iŶǀestŵeŶt iŶ all the otheƌ aƌeas of the ǁoƌld 
ǁheƌe it Đould ďe so easilǇ thƌeateŶed. To pƌoteĐt 
these iŶteƌests the Bƌi�sh “tate Đould do oŶlǇ oŶe 
thiŶg. AƌgeŶ�Ŷa had to ďe taught a ďloodǇ lessoŶ, 
peaĐe Đould Ŷot ďe Ŷego�ated, thousaŶds had to die. 
“o the old lie, ͞DefeŶd DeŵoĐƌaĐǇ͟, ǁas ďƌought out 
aŶd the ǁoƌkeƌs ǁeƌe ŵoďilised.

TodaǇ. Celeďƌa�oŶs iŶ BƌitaiŶ. Ouƌ ͚kith aŶd kiŶ͛ 

saǀed! ͚DeŵoĐƌaĐǇ͛ tƌiuŵphaŶt! EǆĐept that the 
FalklaŶdeƌs s�ll haǀe li�le saǇ iŶ theiƌ futuƌe, s�ll liǀe 
iŶ �ed Đo�ages, s�ll depeŶd oŶ the all poǁeƌful 
ĐoŵpaŶǇ. The goǀeƌŶŵeŶt pƌa�les oŶ aďout the 
͚FalklaŶds “piƌit͛ iŶ its effoƌts to ǁiŶ a thiƌd teƌŵ. AŶd 
ǁhat of the opposi�oŶ? TheǇ ŵoaŶ aďout the ǁaste, 
the ŵoŶeǇ, the lost liǀes. But ǁe should Ŷot foƌget 
theiƌ effoƌts iŶ ϭϵϴϮ. The daǇ a�eƌ the iŶǀasioŶ the 
Laďouƌ PaƌtǇ ǁas ďaǇiŶg foƌ AƌgeŶ�ŶiaŶ ďlood. The 
͚paĐifist͛ Laďouƌ PaƌtǇ leadeƌ, MiĐhael Foot ǁas 
ĐoŶgƌatulated ďǇ ToƌǇ MPs foƌ ͞tƌulǇ speakiŶg foƌ 
BƌitaiŶ͟ ǁheŶ he deŵaŶded that the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 
͞pƌoǀe ďǇ deeds, ďeĐause theǇ ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ ďe aďle to do 
it ďǇ ǁoƌds͟ that theǇ hadŶ͛t ďetƌaǇed the FalklaŶd 
IslaŶdeƌs. AŶd ǁhat of the gƌeat peaĐe-people, CND? 
Tƌue, theǇ got iŶǀolǀed iŶ aŶ ͞Ad hoĐ FalklaŶd IslaŶds 
PeaĐe Coŵŵi�ee͟. But theǇ did so eǀeƌ so ƋuietlǇ. OŶ 
theiƌ deŵoŶstƌa�oŶs, li�le ǁas heaƌd of peaĐe, ŵuĐh 
of the Ŷeed to defeŶd BƌitaiŶ ďǇ ͚ĐoŶǀeŶ�oŶal͛ ŵeaŶs. 
Alŵost to a ŵaŶ aŶd ǁoŵaŶ, the paƌ�es liŶed up 
ďehiŶd the ǁaƌ.

IŶ AƌgeŶ�Ŷa, too, theƌe ǁill ďe Đeleďƌa�oŶs. Not foƌ 
the ďegiŶŶiŶg of the ǁaƌ, ďut foƌ the eŶd. Foƌ Ŷoǁ 
ŶoƌŵalitǇ has ƌetuƌŶed, deŵoĐƌaĐǇ has ƌetuƌŶed. 
OŶlǇ, the ǁoƌkeƌs aƌe ǁaƌŶed Ŷot to ďe too aŵďi�ous, 
ďeĐause the ŵilitaƌǇ aƌe s�ll theƌe, ǁai�Ŷg to take 
oǀeƌ agaiŶ. You ŵust tƌust the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt, doŶ͛t ƌoĐk 
the ďoat. AŶd doŶ͛t foƌget, if Ǉou doŶ͛t oďeǇ, theŶ the 
MalǀiŶas ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ ďe ƌegaiŶed.

IŶ BƌitaiŶ aŶd AƌgeŶ�Ŷa, ǁoƌkeƌs ǁeƌe duped iŶ ϭϵϴϮ. 
The ǁaƌ ďƌought theŵ ŶothiŶg at all, eǆĐept higheƌ 
taǆes aŶd the death of theiƌ loǀed oŶes. A�eƌ the ǁaƌ, 
as ďefoƌe, the ƌeal ǁaƌ ĐoŶ�Ŷues. The Đlass ǁaƌ 
agaiŶst the ďosses - those saŵe ďosses ǁho sold 
Bƌi�sh ǁeapoŶs to AƌgeŶ�Ŷa, ǁho ďoƌƌoǁed Bƌi�sh 
ŵoŶeǇ to fiŶaŶĐe theiƌ AƌgeŶ�ŶiaŶ ďusiŶesses aŶd 
ǁho, of Đouƌse, Ŷeǀeƌ get iŶǀolǀed iŶ the figh�Ŷg. At 
least the ǁaƌ ƌeǀealed that the so Đalled opposi�oŶ - 
the le� aŶd the uŶioŶs, the paĐifists aŶd the LeŶiŶists, 
stood sƋuaƌelǇ ďehiŶd the ƌuleƌs of the tǁo ĐouŶtƌies. 
Woƌkeƌs iŶ ďoth ĐouŶtƌies ĐoŶ�Ŷue to suffeƌ higheƌ 
uŶeŵploǇŵeŶt, higheƌ pƌiĐes, loǁeƌ liǀiŶg staŶdaƌds. 
We haǀe ŵoƌe iŶ ĐoŵŵoŶ ǁith eaĐh otheƌ thaŶ ǁith 
ouƌ ďosses aŶd goǀeƌŶŵeŶts. Neǆt �ŵe ǁe ŵust saǇ 
NO aŶd take the ǁaƌ to theŵ. The Đlass ǁaƌ foƌ a 
ĐoŵŵuŶist soĐietǇ - a soĐietǇ ǁithout Ŷa�oŶs, ǁith-
out states, ǁithout ďosses, ǁoƌkeƌs, ǁages aŶd ǁaƌs. 
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Mu�Ŷy iŶ The West IŶdiaŶ RegiŵeŶt
With the outďƌeak of the Fiƌst Woƌld Waƌ iŶ ϭϵϭϰ, 
thousaŶds of West IŶdiaŶs ǀoluŶteeƌed to joiŶ the 
Bƌi�sh aƌŵǇ. The jouƌŶeǇ to EŶglaŶd ǁas ǀeƌǇ daŶgeƌ-
ous, ǁith ŵaŶǇ soldieƌs suffeƌiŶg fƌoŵ seǀeƌe fƌostďite 
ǁheŶ theiƌ ships ǁeƌe diǀeƌted ǀia the AƌĐ�Đ CiƌĐle iŶ 
CaŶada. VeƌǇ ŵaŶǇ had to ƌetuƌŶ hoŵe Ŷo loŶgeƌ fit to 
seƌǀe as soldieƌs, ǁith Ŷo ĐoŵpeŶsa�oŶ oƌ ďeŶefits. 

Who Were the BWIR?

IŶ ϭϵϭϱ, the Bƌi�sh West IŶdies ‘egiŵeŶt ǁas foƌŵed 
ďǇ gƌoupiŶg togetheƌ all the CaƌiďďeaŶ ǀoluŶteeƌs. 
AƌƌiǀiŶg iŶ the ǁaƌ zoŶe, theǇ fouŶd that the diƌeĐt 
figh�Ŷg ǁas to ďe doŶe ďǇ ǁhite soldieƌs, aŶd that 
West IŶdiaŶs ǁeƌe to ďe assigŶed the diƌtǇ aŶd daŶgeƌ-
ous ǁoƌk of loadiŶg aŵŵuŶi�oŶ, laǇiŶg telephoŶe 
ǁiƌes aŶd diggiŶg tƌeŶĐhes aŶd ŵost of theŵ ǁeŶt to 
ǁaƌ ǁithout guŶs.

DuƌiŶg the ǁaƌ, ϭϱ,ϲϬϬ ŵeŶ iŶ the ƌegiŵeŶt͛s ϭϮ 
ďa�alioŶs seƌǀed ǁith the Allied FoƌĐes, ǁith tǁo thiƌds 
of the ǀoluŶteeƌs ĐoŵiŶg fƌoŵ JaŵaiĐa aŶd the ƌest 
fƌoŵ TƌiŶidad aŶd Toďago, Baƌďados, the Bahaŵas, 
Bƌi�sh HoŶduƌas ;Ŷoǁ BelizeͿ, GƌeŶada, Bƌi�sh GuiaŶa 
;Ŷoǁ GuǇaŶaͿ, the Leeǁaƌd IslaŶds, “t LuĐia aŶd “t 
ViŶĐeŶt. It ǁas aĐ�ǀe iŶ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of aƌeas iŶĐludiŶg 
plaǇiŶg a ǀital ƌole iŶ aĐ�ǀe Đoŵďat agaiŶst the Tuƌkish 
aƌŵǇ iŶ Pales�Ŷe, JoƌdaŶ aŶd Mesopotaŵia ;ŵodeƌŶ 
daǇ IƌaƋͿ aŶd iŶ FƌaŶĐe, ItalǇ aŶd EgǇpt ǁheƌe the ŵeŶ 
seƌǀed ŵaiŶlǇ iŶ auǆiliaƌǇ ƌoles. 

Mu�Ŷy

A�eƌ Aƌŵis�Đe DaǇ, oŶ ϭϭ Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϴ, the eight 
BWI‘ ďa�alioŶs iŶ FƌaŶĐe aŶd ItalǇ ǁeƌe ŵoǀed to 
TaƌaŶto iŶ ItalǇ iŶ pƌepaƌa�oŶ foƌ deŵoďilisa�oŶ . TheǇ 
ǁeƌe suďseƋueŶtlǇ joiŶed ďǇ the thƌee ďa�alioŶs fƌoŵ 
EgǇpt aŶd the ŵeŶ fƌoŵ Mesopotaŵia. As a ƌesult of 
seǀeƌe laďouƌ shoƌtages at TaƌaŶto, the West IŶdiaŶs 
ǁeƌe used to ĐaƌƌǇ out laďouƌ fa�gues iŶĐludiŶg loadiŶg 
aŶd uŶloadiŶg ships, aŶd peƌfoƌŵ deŵeaŶiŶg tasks like 
ďuildiŶg aŶd ĐleaŶiŶg toilets foƌ ǁhite soldieƌs, ǁhiĐh all 
Đaused seƌious ƌeseŶtŵeŶt. Added to this, the disĐoǀ-
eƌǇ that ǁhite soldieƌs ǁeƌe ďeiŶg giǀeŶ a paǇ ƌise 
ǁhile soldieƌs fƌoŵ the Bƌi�sh IŶdies ‘egiŵeŶt ǁeƌe 

͞I just waŶt you to kŶow that, wheŶ we talk aďout war, we’re really talkiŶg 
aďout peaĐe.͟

Geoƌge W. Bush ;AŵeƌiĐaŶ eǆ-pƌesideŶtͿ 

͞Poli�Đal laŶguage... is desigŶed to 
ŵake lies souŶd truthful aŶd ŵurder 

respeĐtaďle.͟
Geoƌge Oƌǁell ;authoƌͿ 

Ŷot, fuƌtheƌ iŶĐƌeased the teŵpeƌatuƌe.

BǇ ϲ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϴ theǇ had had eŶough: the eŶlisted 
ŵeŶ of the ϵth Ba�alioŶ ƌeǀolted aŶd a�aĐked theiƌ 
ďlaĐk offiĐeƌs. OŶ the saŵe daǇ, ϭϴϬ seƌgeaŶts 
foƌǁaƌded a pe��oŶ to the “eĐƌetaƌǇ of “tate Đoŵ-
plaiŶiŶg aďout the paǇ issue, the failuƌe to iŶĐƌease 
theiƌ sepaƌa�oŶ alloǁaŶĐe, aŶd the faĐt that theǇ had 
ďeeŶ disĐƌiŵiŶated agaiŶst iŶ the aƌea of pƌoŵo�oŶs.

The ŵu�ŶǇ lasted fouƌ daǇs duƌiŶg ǁhiĐh a ďlaĐk NCO 
shot aŶd killed oŶe of the ŵu�Ŷeeƌs . DisaffeĐ�oŶ 
spƌead ƋuiĐklǇ aŵoŶg the otheƌ soldieƌs aŶd oŶ ϵ 
DeĐeŵďeƌ the ͚iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ tƌuĐuleŶt͛ ϭϬth Ba�alioŶ 
ƌefused to ǁoƌk. A seŶioƌ ĐoŵŵaŶdeƌ, LieuteŶaŶt 
ColoŶel Willis, ǁho had giǀeŶ the oƌdeƌs to BWI‘ ŵeŶ 
to ĐleaŶ the latƌiŶes of the ItaliaŶ Laďouƌ Coƌps, ǁas 
also assaulted.

IŶ ƌespoŶse to Đalls foƌ help fƌoŵ the ĐoŵŵaŶdeƌs at 
TaƌaŶto, a ŵaĐhiŶe-guŶ ĐoŵpaŶǇ aŶd a ďa�alioŶ of the 
WoƌĐesteƌshiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt ǁeƌe despatĐhed to ƌestoƌe 
oƌdeƌ. PeƌĐeiǀed ƌiŶgleadeƌs ǁeƌe ƌouŶded up. The ϵth 
BWI‘ ǁas disďaŶded aŶd the ŵeŶ distƌiďuted to the 
otheƌ ďa�alioŶs ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe all suďseƋueŶtlǇ disaƌŵed.

AppƌoǆiŵatelǇ ϲϬ soldieƌs ǁeƌe lateƌ tƌied foƌ ŵu�ŶǇ 
aŶd those ĐoŶǀiĐted ƌeĐeiǀed seŶteŶĐes ƌaŶgiŶg fƌoŵ 
thƌee to fiǀe Ǉeaƌs, ďut oŶe ŵaŶ ǁas seŶteŶĐed to ϮϬ 
Ǉeaƌs. OŶe ŵu�Ŷeeƌ ǁas eǆeĐuted ďǇ fiƌiŶg sƋuad. The 
BWI‘ itself ǁas disďaŶded iŶ ϭϵϮϭ.

What was the a�erŵath?

Although the ŵu�ŶǇ ǁas Đƌushed, the ďi�eƌŶess 
peƌsisted aŶd oŶ ϭϳth DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϴ aďout ϲϬ NCOs 
held a ŵee�Ŷg to disĐuss the Ƌues�oŶ of ďlaĐk ƌights, 
self-deteƌŵiŶa�oŶ aŶd Đloseƌ uŶioŶ iŶ the West IŶdies. 
AŶ oƌgaŶisa�oŶ Đalled the CaƌiďďeaŶ League ǁas 
foƌŵed at the gatheƌiŶg to fuƌtheƌ these oďjeĐ�ǀes. At 
aŶotheƌ ŵee�Ŷg oŶ ϮϬth DeĐeŵďeƌ, uŶdeƌ the Đhaiƌ-
ŵaŶship of oŶe “eƌgeaŶt Baǆteƌ, ǁho had just ďeeŶ 
supeƌseded ďǇ a ǁhite NCO, a seƌgeaŶt of the ϯƌd BWI‘ 
aƌgued that ͞the ďlaĐk ŵaŶ should haǀe fƌeedoŵ aŶd 
goǀeƌŶ hiŵself iŶ the West IŶdies aŶd that if ŶeĐessaƌǇ, 
foƌĐe aŶd ďloodshed should ďe used to a�aiŶ that 
oďjeĐt͟. His seŶ�ŵeŶts ǁeƌe loudlǇ applauded ďǇ the 
ŵajoƌitǇ of those pƌeseŶt. The soldieƌs deĐided to hold 
a geŶeƌal stƌike foƌ higheƌ ǁages oŶ theiƌ ƌetuƌŶ to the 
West IŶdies.

MeaŶǁhile, ďaĐk iŶ the West IŶdies, ďetǁeeŶ ϭϵϭϲ aŶd 
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RecruitŵeŶt: WorkiŶg Class Lives oŶ the FroŶtliŶe

Wƌi�eŶ ďǇ HeŶƌǇ Neǁďolt iŶ ϭϴϵϮ, Vitai Laŵpada ;The 
ToƌĐh of LifeͿ sǇŵďolises all that ǁas Eŵpiƌe iŶ the 
late daǇs of Bƌi�sh ĐoloŶial ƌule. ‘ela�Ŷg the stoƌǇ of a 
soldieƌ ĐalliŶg oŶ his ͚sĐhool spiƌit͛ to spuƌ hiŵ oŶ to 
slaughteƌ is a disgus�Ŷg eŶough aŶalogǇ ďut iŶ the 
Ǉeaƌs leadiŶg up to the fiƌst ǁoƌld ǁaƌ it ǁas ƌepƌiŶted 
aŶd ƌead eageƌlǇ ďǇ a ŵedia despeƌate to dƌuŵ up 
suppoƌt foƌ the ĐoŵiŶg ǀioleŶĐe. Most shaŵefullǇ of 
all, it ǁas puďlished iŶ the BoǇ͛s OǁŶ Papeƌ, a puďliĐa-
�oŶ taƌgeted at sĐhool ďoǇs iŶ the late ϭϴth aŶd eaƌlǇ 
ϭϵth ĐeŶtuƌies. This poeŵ ǁas ďut oŶe of the ŵaŶǇ 
stƌategies used to aggƌessiǀelǇ ƌeĐƌuit ǇouŶg ŵeŶ to 
ǁaƌ, fƌoŵ Loƌd KitĐheŶeƌ͛s poiŶ�Ŷg fiŶgeƌ suŵŵoŶiŶg 
Ŷo�oŶs of eŵpiƌe to the guilt ďƌought foƌth ďǇ 

͞Death has a tendency to encourage a 
depressing ǀieǁ of ǁar.͟

DoŶald ‘uŵsfeld ;AŵeƌiĐaŶ poli�ĐiaŶͿ

ϭϵϭϵ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of ĐoloŶies iŶĐludiŶg “t LuĐia, GƌeŶada, 
Baƌďados, AŶ�gua, TƌiŶidad, JaŵaiĐa aŶd Bƌi�sh GuiaŶa 
had eǆpeƌieŶĐed a ǁaǀe of o�eŶ ǀioleŶt stƌikes.

It ǁas iŶto this tuƌŵoil that the disgƌuŶtled BWI‘ 
soldieƌs ďegaŶ aƌƌiǀiŶg ďaĐk. Theƌe ǁeƌe Ŷo ǁelĐoŵe 
paƌades oƌ Đeleďƌa�oŶs of theiƌ ĐoŶtƌiďu�oŶ to the ǁaƌ 
effoƌt. IŶstead, feaƌiŶg uŶƌest, the Bƌi�sh goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 
ŵoǀed thƌee Đƌuiseƌs ǁith ŵaĐhiŶe guŶs iŶto doĐks at 
Baƌďados, JaŵaiĐa aŶd TƌiŶidad. ThousaŶds of foƌŵeƌ 
soldieƌs ǁeƌe displaĐed to ŶeaƌďǇ ĐouŶtƌies suĐh as 
Cuďa aŶd VeŶezuela. But despite this, ŵaŶǇ ŵoƌe 
people joiŶed the ǁaǀe of ǁoƌkeƌ pƌotests ƌesul�Ŷg 

fƌoŵ a seǀeƌe eĐoŶoŵiĐ Đƌisis pƌoduĐed ďǇ the ǁaƌ. 
DiseŶĐhaŶted soldieƌs aŶd aŶgƌǇ ǁoƌkeƌs deŵoŶ-
stƌated, ǁeŶt oŶ stƌike aŶd ƌioted iŶ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of 
teƌƌitoƌies iŶĐludiŶg JaŵaiĐa, GƌeŶada aŶd espeĐiallǇ iŶ 
Bƌi�sh HoŶduƌas.

A seĐƌet ĐoloŶial ŵeŵo fƌoŵ ϭϵϭϵ, uŶĐoǀeƌed ďǇ 
ƌeseaƌĐheƌs foƌ a ChaŶŶel ϰ pƌogƌaŵŵe oŶ the TaƌaŶto 
ŵu�ŶǇ, shoǁed that the Bƌi�sh goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌealised 
that eǀeƌǇthiŶg had ĐhaŶged, too: ͞NothiŶg ǁe ĐaŶ do 
ǁill alteƌ the faĐt that the ďlaĐk ŵaŶ has ďeguŶ to thiŶk 
aŶd feel hiŵself as good as the ǁhite,͟ said Geoƌge 
BlaĐkŵaŶ, a ŵu�Ŷeeƌ. 

KipliŶg͛s ǁoƌds: 

͞But ǁhat ǁill ďe the posi�oŶ iŶ yeaƌs to Đoŵe of the 
youŶg ŵaŶ ǁho has deliďeƌately eleĐted to outĐast 
hiŵself fƌoŵ this all-eŵďƌaĐiŶg ďƌotheƌhood?͟

Hoǁeǀeƌ iŶ ŵaŶǇ ǁaǇs it is the ďluŶt aŶd uŶthiŶkiŶg 
ĐƌueltǇ of ǁoƌds that tuƌŶ ǁaƌ iŶto gaŵes that Đould

ƌelate ŵost to the eǀeƌǇdaǇ life of adolesĐeŶts iŶ the 
Ǉeaƌs ďefoƌe the ĐoŶfliĐts ďegaŶ. CaŶ it ďe aŶǇ 
ǁoŶdeƌ, ǁith these ǁoƌds ďeiŶg ĐiƌĐulated ǁidelǇ, 
ǁith ďa�le ďeiŶg eƋuated to a ĐƌiĐket gaŵe, that aŶ 
es�ŵated ϮϮϱ,ϬϬϬ uŶdeƌ-age ďoǇ soldieƌs sigŶed up 
to fight aŶd die iŶ the tƌeŶĐhes of FƌaŶĐe? 

AŶotheƌ aŶd eƋuallǇ ƌepugŶaŶt ǁaǇ of ƌeĐƌuitŵeŶt 
ǁas the use of the White Featheƌ Bƌigade. Adŵiƌal 
Chaƌles Fitzgeƌald ďegaŶ the Oƌdeƌ of the White 
Featheƌ aloŶg ǁith MaƌǇ HuŵphƌeǇ aŶd Eŵŵa OƌĐzǇ. 
MaƌǇ HuŵphƌeǇ, ǁho to heƌ Đƌedit did aĐtuallǇ ǀisit 
the fields of ǁaƌ desĐƌiďed heƌ ǀisit as a ͞ǁoŶdeƌful 
daǇ͟ ǁatĐhiŶg the assault at Ypƌes, the saŵe assault 
ǁhiĐh saǁ the deaths of ϴϱϬ,ϬϬϬ soldieƌs. The ǀast 
ŵajoƌitǇ of these ŵeŶ ǁeƌe ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass people 
uŶlike Eŵŵa OƌĐzǇ, ǁho ƌe�ƌed to MoŶte Caƌlo a�eƌ 
the ǁaƌ. The aĐ�oŶs of the White Featheƌ Bƌigade 
ǁeƌe disgus�Ŷg. MaŶǇ ŵeŶ ǁho had Ŷot ďeeŶ ďƌaiŶ-
ǁashed ďǇ KitĐheŶeƌ͛s taĐ�Đs aŶd joiŶed up, ǁeƌe 
taƌgeted ďǇ ǇouŶg ǁoŵeŶ ǁho appƌoaĐhed ŵeŶ iŶ 
the stƌeet aŶd gaǀe theŵ a ǁhite featheƌ iŶdiĐa�Ŷg 
ĐoǁaƌdiĐe. ‘oďeƌt “ŵith ǁas taƌgeted despite haǀiŶg 
Ϯ sŵall ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd a seƌiouslǇ ill ǁife. A ϭϱ Ǉeaƌ-old, 
ǁho had joiŶed up ďeĐause he had thought he ǁas a 
ǁoŶdeƌful thiŶg to do , ǁas hoŶoƌaďlǇ disĐhaƌged 
folloǁiŶg illŶess aŶd feǀeƌ. WheŶ ǁalkiŶg iŶ LoŶdoŶ 
a�eƌ his ƌeĐoǀeƌǇ he ǁas appƌoaĐhed ďǇ ǁoŵeŶ ǁith

THERE’“ a ďƌeathless hush iŶ the Close to-Ŷight -
TeŶ to ŵake aŶd the ŵatĐh to ǁiŶ -

A ďuŵpiŶg pitĐh aŶd a ďliŶdiŶg light,
AŶ houƌ to play aŶd the last ŵaŶ iŶ.

AŶd it’s Ŷot foƌ the sake of a ƌiďďoŶed Đoat,
Oƌ the selfish hope of a seasoŶ’s faŵe,

But his CaptaiŶ’s haŶd oŶ his shouldeƌ sŵote
͞Play up! play up! aŶd play the gaŵe!͟

The saŶd of the deseƌt is soddeŶ ƌed, -
Red ǁith the ǁƌeĐk of a sƋuaƌe that ďƌoke; -
The GatliŶg’s jaŵŵed aŶd the ĐoloŶel dead,
AŶd the ƌegiŵeŶt ďliŶd ǁith dust aŶd sŵoke.

The ƌiǀeƌ of death has ďƌiŵŵed his ďaŶks,
AŶd EŶglaŶd’s faƌ, aŶd HoŶouƌ a Ŷaŵe,

But the ǀoiĐe of sĐhoolďoy ƌallies the ƌaŶks,
͞Play up! play up! aŶd play the gaŵe!͟

This is the ǁoƌd that yeaƌ ďy yeaƌ
While iŶ heƌ plaĐe the “Đhool is set
Eǀeƌy oŶe of heƌ soŶs ŵust heaƌ,

AŶd ŶoŶe that heaƌs it daƌe foƌget.
This they all ǁith a joyful ŵiŶd

Beaƌ thƌough life like a toƌĐh iŶ flaŵe,
AŶd falliŶg fliŶg to the host ďehiŶd -

͞Play up! play up! aŶd play the gaŵe!͟ 
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͞HistoriĐally, the ŵost terriďle thiŶgs - ǁar, geŶoĐide aŶd slaǀery - haǀe resulted 
froŵ oďedieŶĐe, Ŷot disoďedieŶĐe.͟

Hoǁaƌd )iŶŶ ;AŵeƌiĐaŶ histoƌiaŶ, authoƌ, plaǇǁƌight, aŶd soĐial aĐ�ǀistͿ

͞Hoǁ ĐaŶ you ŵake a ǁar oŶ terror if ǁar itself is terrorisŵ?͟
Hoǁaƌd )iŶŶ ;AŵeƌiĐaŶ histoƌiaŶ, authoƌ, plaǇǁƌight, aŶd soĐial aĐ�ǀistͿ 

The Deserter
I refuse to ŵurder or ŵaiŵ this ŵaŶ, ŵy ďrother,
Or soil ŵy soul iŶ the sŵoke of ǁar͛s red sŵother.
I refuse to kiŶdle the flaŵe that shall ďurŶ this Đity,
So ŵy heart ďe ŵurder-staiŶed aŶd dead to pity.

I refuse to oďey your ĐoŵŵaŶd. I haǀe Ŷo duty
Other thaŶ loǀe of Life aŶd loǀe of Beauty.
Tho͛ you riddle ŵy ďody ǁith lead s�ll I͛ll ďe grateful.
But I͛ŵ goŶe - aŶd you͛re le� ďehiŶd, pursuiŶg aŶd 
hateful.

I fly ǁith the ǁiŶgs of the ǁiŶd aŶd a hope surprisiŶg -
AŶd reaĐh a haǀeŶ at last, as the suŶ is risiŶg.
AŶd here �ll the Ŷight-shades fall I sleep iŶ gladŶess,
TheŶ up, oŶ the dark, rough road, to ŵy hoŵe of sadŶess.

Hard oŶ ŵy traĐk sŶarl the houŶds of hell͛s oǁŶ ďreediŶg;
But agaiŶ I͛ŵ goŶe aŶd roadǁay͛s ͚Ŷeath ŵe speediŶg.

SooŶ ŵy garď of shaŵe͛s suŶk to the depths of the riǀer,
AŶd dressed iŶ the Đlothes of a ŵaŶ I offer thaŶks to the 
giǀer.

For I ǁill Ŷot ŵurder or ŵaiŵ this ŵaŶ, ŵy ďrother,
Or siŶk ŵy soul iŶ the sliŵe of ǁar͛s red sŵother.
I͛ll get aǁay if I ĐaŶ aŶd iŶ ŵore peaĐeful regioŶs
I͛ll liǀe aŶd loǀe aŶd forget War aŶd its ŵurderiŶg 
sŵother”.

The Deseƌteƌ, Alďeƌt YouŶg, iŶ Red DaǁŶ, “ept ϭ9ϭϱ.  
Fiƌst pƌiŶted DailǇ Heƌald eaƌlǇ ϭ9ϭϱ

Alďeƌt YouŶg ǁas a ŵeŵďeƌ of the IŶdustƌial Woƌkeƌs of 
the Woƌld iŶ LoŶdoŶ. A glassďloǁeƌ, he died iŶ eǆtƌeŵe 
poǀeƌtǇ iŶ ϭ9Ϯϰ. His aŶthologǇ of poeŵs, Red DaǁŶ , ǁas 
ǀeƌǇ populaƌ thƌoughout BƌitaiŶ paƌ�ĐulaƌlǇ iŶ the “outh 
Wales ǀalleǇs aŶd oŶ Red ClǇdeside.

a ǁhite featheƌ aŶd despite his pƌotests, ǁas so upset  
ďǇ the ǁhole eǀeŶt, he joiŶed up agaiŶ aŶd Ŷeǀeƌ 
Đaŵe hoŵe. Is theƌe aŶǇ ĐhaŶge Ŷoǁ?

We like to thiŶk, Ŷoǁ, that ǁe aƌe sophis�Đated, that 
ǁe ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ agaiŶ Đall upoŶ ĐhildƌeŶ to fight aŶd die 
oƌ lie ŵaiŵed iŶ the puƌsuit of lies. But hoǁ faƌ haǀe 
ǁe tƌulǇ Đoŵe? AƌŵǇ ƌeĐƌuitŵeŶt posteƌs sĐƌeaŵ 
͞AƌŵǇ! Be the ďest!͟ suďtlǇ iŵplǇiŶg that ǁe aƌe less 
ǁithout a guŶ iŶ ouƌ haŶds, the ŵost ƌeĐeŶt ƌeĐƌuit-
ŵeŶt ǀideo ŵiǆes sloǁ ŵo�oŶ shots of taŶks aŶd 
eǆplosioŶs that speaks ŵoƌe of X-Boǆ faŶtasǇ thaŶ 
ďlood soaked ƌealitǇ, ǁith pouŶdiŶg eleĐtƌo-ďeats to 
get the heaƌt ƌaĐiŶg aŶd ĐoŶǀiŶĐe us that slaughteƌiŶg 
ouƌ ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass Đoŵƌades is fuŶ. Pƌeǀious adǀeƌts 
haǀe shoǁŶ oƌdiŶaƌǇ ǇouŶg people ǁalkiŶg iŶto a ďaƌ 
aŶd eǆi�Ŷg iŶ full uŶifoƌŵ toǁaƌd ǁai�Ŷg heliĐopteƌs 
– figh�Ŷg is as fuŶ aŶd easǇ as a Ŷight oŶ the �les. The 
FAQ foƌ paƌeŶts oŶ the ǁeďsite pƌoŵises that the 
aƌŵǇ ǁill take Đaƌe of theiƌ ĐhildƌeŶ. This is the saŵe 
ĐaƌiŶg AƌŵǇ ǁhiĐh failed iŶ the pƌoseĐu�oŶ foƌ ƌape of 
Coƌpoƌal AŶŶe-Maƌie ElleŵeŶt, ďǇ felloǁ soldieƌs aŶd 
ǁho suďseƋueŶtlǇ Đoŵŵi�ed suiĐide.

 As austeƌitǇ ďites aŶd a Đallous goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌeŵoǀes 
oppoƌtuŶi�es foƌ the ǇouŶg, foƌ ŵaŶǇ the aƌŵǇ offeƌs 
a ǁaǇ out of poǀeƌtǇ. TheǇ pƌoffeƌ tƌaiŶiŶg aŶd skills, 
appƌeŶ�Đeships aŶd the ĐhaŶĐe to ŵake ŵoŶeǇ iŶ a 

tough eĐoŶoŵǇ. All Ǉou haǀe to do is agƌee to fight 
aŶd die foƌ poli�ĐiaŶs ǁho haǀe Ŷeǀeƌ seeŶ a fistfight. 
TheǇ touƌ sĐhools, Đolleges aŶd uŶiǀeƌsi�es tƌǇiŶg to 
sigŶ up a Ŷeǁ geŶeƌa�oŶ to kill aŶd ŵaiŵ, Ŷo loŶgeƌ 
foƌ hoŶouƌ aŶd gloƌǇ ďut foƌ oil aŶd pƌofit.

“o hoǁ faƌ haǀe ǁe ƌeallǇ Đoŵe? The ǁaƌ that ǁas 
ĐƌiĐket is Ŷoǁ a ǀideo gaŵe, the dƌuŵs of ǁaƌ aƌe Ŷoǁ 
a teĐhŶo-ďeat aŶd the ŵilitaƌǇ is s�ll pushed oŶ those 
ǁho haǀe had all otheƌ hope sŶatĐhed fƌoŵ theŵ ďǇ 
the ďlood soaked haŶds of the last pathe�Đ ghouls of 
eŵpiƌe. Noǁ ŵoƌe so thaŶ eǀeƌ ǁe Ŷeed to teaĐh aŶd 
ƌeŵeŵďeƌ Wilfƌed OǁeŶ’s ŵost poteŶt poe�Đ liŶes of 
ǁaƌ:

If iŶ soŵe sŵotheriŶg dreaŵs you too Đould paĐe
BehiŶd the ǁagoŶ that ǁe fluŶg hiŵ iŶ,

AŶd ǁatĐh the ǁhite eyes ǁrithiŶg iŶ his faĐe,
His haŶgiŶg faĐe, like a deǀil͛s siĐk of siŶ;
If you Đould hear, at eǀery jolt, the ďlood

Coŵe gargliŶg froŵ the froth-Đorrupted luŶgs, 
OďsĐeŶe as ĐaŶĐer, ďi�er as the Đud

Of ǀile, iŶĐuraďle sores oŶ iŶŶoĐeŶt toŶgues,
My frieŶd, you ǁould Ŷot tell ǁith suĐh high zest

To ĐhildreŶ ardeŶt for soŵe desperate glory,
The old Lie; DulĐe et DeĐoruŵ est

Pro patria ŵori.
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͞Ye are ŵaŶy...͟
͞UŶless the goǀerŶŵeŶt is prepared to ĐoŶfisĐate the ǁealth of the priǀileged Đlasses for a ŵore suĐĐessful 
proseĐu�oŶ of the ǁar, railroad ǁorkers ǁill resist to the u�erŵost the ĐoŶfisĐa�oŶ of ŵeŶ ǁhose oŶly ǁealth is 
their laďour poǁer!͟

“o the Na�oŶal UŶioŶ of ‘ailǁaǇŵeŶ deĐlaƌed iŶ ϭϵϭϲ to theiƌ ŵasteƌs. “liŵǇ paƌliaŵeŶtaƌiaŶs, ǁho ǁeƌe 
despeƌate at the ǁoƌkeƌs͛ ͞uŶpatƌio�Đ͟ a�tude to KiŶg aŶd CouŶtƌǇ, had suĐĐeeded iŶ passiŶg the MuŶi�oŶs 
AĐt, a laǁ ǁhiĐh ƌehaďilitated slaǀeƌǇ iŶ EŶglaŶd ďǇ outlaǁiŶg aŶǇ Đessa�oŶ of ǁoƌk. TheŶ Đaŵe ĐoŶsĐƌip�oŶ. 
But ƌatheƌ thaŶ ďƌeakiŶg the ďaĐk of laďouƌ, it s�ffeŶed its spiŶe aŶd it fluŶg the gauŶtlet ďaĐk iŶ the ŵasteƌs 
teeth.

‘esistaŶĐe spƌead, ϴϬϬ,ϬϬϬ oƌgaŶised ŵiŶeƌs adopted aŶ�-ĐoŶsĐƌip�oŶ ƌesolu�oŶs aŶd AsƋuith ;theŶ Pƌiŵe 
MiŶisteƌͿ shuddeƌed at the thƌeat of seƌious aĐ�oŶ fƌoŵ the ƌailǁaǇ ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd ŵiŶeƌs. Despeƌate aŵeŶd-
ŵeŶts ǁeƌe put foƌǁaƌd iŶ oƌdeƌ to eliŵiŶate these oƌgaŶised ǁoƌkeƌs fƌoŵ the opeƌa�oŶ of the “tates ǀaƌious 
aĐts. Of Đouƌse, the ƌealitǇ ǁas that the ďill ǁas oƌgaŶised to eǆeŵpt those ǁho shoǁ stƌeŶgth aŶd spiƌit, iŶ the 
hope that at least the ǁeakeƌ aŶd uŶoƌgaŶised ǁould suďŵit. MaŶǇ did, at least iŶ this ĐoŶteǆt, ďut the oǀeƌ-
ǁhelŵiŶg spiƌit of ƌeǀolt ǁas Ŷeitheƌ foƌgo�eŶ Ŷoƌ aďaŶdoŶed. The ƌefusal of ǁoƌkeƌs to kill aŶd ŵaiŵ eaĐh 
otheƌ iŶ the spiƌit of IŶteƌŶa�oŶalisŵ ǁas stƌoŶg, Ǉet the ƌealitǇ of ǁaƌfaƌe ǁas iŶesĐapaďle; ƌo�eŶ ŵeat, 
tǇphus, ĐaŶŶoŶ foddeƌ aǁaited theŵ all. 

The First “hots iŶ a Ba�le Yet to Coŵe
MaƌĐh ŵaƌks the ϯϬth aŶŶiǀeƌsaƌǇ of the staƌt of the 
Ǉeaƌ loŶg ŵiŶeƌs stƌike thƌoughout the Bƌi�sh 
Đoalfields. This Ǉeaƌ ǁill see ŵaŶǇ eǀeŶts Đeleďƌa�Ŷg 
the stƌuggle that ďƌought iŶto its oƌďit ŵillioŶs of 
otheƌ ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd suppoƌteƌs. Foƌ those of us 
iŶǀolǀed it is ƌeŵeŵďeƌed as a ǀiĐtoƌǇ of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
agaiŶst the oǀeƌǁhelŵiŶg ŵoďilisa�oŶ of the foƌĐes of 
the state, aŶd as oŶe ŵiŶeƌ put it at the �ŵe the  ͞fiƌst 
shots iŶ a ďa�le Ǉet to Đoŵe ͞

Hoǁ is it that ŵeŵoƌies aƌe so posi�ǀe despite ǁhat 
aŵouŶted to a deĐisiǀe defeat of the ŵost ŵilitaŶt 
seĐ�oŶ of ouƌ Đlass iŶ a ďloodǇ Ƌuasi ŵilitaƌised 
stƌuggle?

The ͚Le�͛, the soĐialist faĐ�oŶs iŶ aŶd out of the 
Laďouƌ PaƌtǇ, told us ǁhat the lessoŶs should ďe: that 
Laďouƌ ǁas Ŷo fƌieŶd of the ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass; that the 
TUC ǁas Ŷot the foƌtƌess of Đlass stƌuggle; that the 
poliĐe ǁeƌe the ďƌutal ageŶts of the state aŶd the 
Ŷa�oŶal pƌess the slaŶdeƌiŶg pƌopagaŶda ǁiŶg of 
ďusiŶess iŶteƌest aŶd poǁeƌ. 

IŶ all of this theǇ ǁeƌe ƌight, despite theiƌ ĐǇŶiĐal 
ŵaŶipula�oŶs of ǁoƌkeƌs hopes ďǇ ĐalliŶg oŶ Laďouƌ 
aŶd the TUC to Đall a GeŶeƌal “tƌike.

Hoǁeǀeƌ these ǁeƌeŶ͛t lessoŶs of ͚ϴϰ/ϱ. TheǇ aƌe the 
tƌuths of all Đlass stƌuggle foƌ soĐial eŵaŶĐipa�oŶ.

The ƌeal lessoŶs of the iŶsuƌƌeĐ�oŶaƌǇ Ǉeaƌ aƌe Ŷot 
aďout taĐ�Đs ďut aďout eǆpeƌieŶĐe.

Foƌ the fiƌst �ŵe huŶdƌeds of thousaŶds of us eǆpeƌi-
eŶĐed the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd solidaƌitǇ aďseŶt iŶ ouƌ 

͞It is ŵy ĐoŶǀiĐ�oŶ that killiŶg uŶder 
the Đloak of ǁar is ŶothiŶg ďut aŶ aĐt 

of ŵurder.͟
Alďeƌt EiŶsteiŶ

dailǇ liǀes as ŵeƌe ǁage eaƌŶeƌs iŶ the Đapitalist 
ŵaĐhiŶe. Foƌ a ďƌief peƌiod iŵagiŶa�oŶ, hope aŶd 
puƌpose filled a ǁoƌld ǁithout ǁoƌk as stƌuggle uŶited 
the diǀeƌse ǀoiĐes ǁoƌkeƌs, the uŶeŵploǇed, faĐtoƌies, 
doĐks aŶd iŶŶeƌ Đi�es, ǁoŵeŶ, lesďiaŶs aŶd gaǇ ŵeŶ 
aĐƌoss faith, Đƌeed aŶd age. “Đhool studeŶt stƌikes 
sǁept the ĐouŶtƌǇ iŶ its a�eƌŵath.

Hit sƋuads, saďotage, piĐket liŶes, the ǁoƌk of feediŶg 
aŶd ǁelfaƌe, ŵillioŶs ͚sǁitĐhiŶg oŶ͛ at ϲpŵ eǀeƌǇ Ŷight 
to ďƌeak the Ŷa�oŶal gƌid. All this s�ŵulated ouƌ 
autoŶoŵǇ, Đƌea�ǀitǇ, iŶgeŶuitǇ aŶd spiƌit.

This eǆpeƌieŶĐe of Đlass ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd solidaƌitǇ is 
the lessoŶ that ĐaŶŶot ďe ͚uŶ-leaƌŶed͛ ǁheŶ heads 
held high aĐkŶoǁledged defeat.

Most toǁaƌds the eŶd ǁeƌe Đleaƌ ǁhat this lessoŶ 
ŵeaŶt, as oŶe Fitzǁilliaŵ ŵiŶeƌ, hiŵself hospitalised 
iŶ the figh�Ŷg, said at the eŶd ͞it͛s Ŷo loŶgeƌ aŶ issue 
of ǁiŶ oƌ lose, Ŷeitheƌ ŵe Ŷoƌ aŶǇ soŶ of ŵiŶe ǁill 
ǁoƌk foƌ theŵ iŶ a daƌk aŶd daŶgeƌous pit agaiŶ ͞

The lessoŶ is also a tƌuth of the stƌuggle foƌ eŵaŶĐipa-
�oŶ fƌoŵ ǁage laďouƌ - stƌuggle uŶites aŶd pƌide 
eŶduƌes.



ϭϬ

Workers Pledge iŶ Tiŵe
of War

;Fƌoŵ ͞At Gƌips With Waƌ͟ ďǇ GuǇ AldƌedͿ

I refuse to kill aŶǇ Đhild’s fatheƌ.

I refuse to slaǇ aŶǇ ŵotheƌ’s soŶ.

I refuse to pluŶge the ďaǇoŶet iŶto the ďƌeast of aŶǇ 
ǁoŵaŶ’s ďƌotheƌ, loǀeƌ, oƌ ŵate.

I refuse to ŵuƌdeƌ aŶd deeŵ the slaughteƌ gloƌǇ.

I refuse to ďutĐheƌ ǁith the haŶds that ǁeƌe iŶteŶded 
to seƌǀe aŶd to Đaƌess.

I refuse to soak the eaƌth ǁith ďlood aŶd ďliŶd ŵǇ 
ƌeasoŶ ǁith oďedieŶĐe.

I refuse to assassiŶate aŶotheƌ ŵaŶ aŶd theŶ hide ŵǇ 
staiŶed fists iŶ the folds of a ďloodstaiŶed flag.

I refuse to ďe fla�eƌed, Đajoled, oƌ dƌiǀeŶ iŶto hell’s 
Ŷightŵaƌe ďǇ a Đlass of ǁell-fed sŶoďs, Đƌooks aŶd 
Đoǁaƌds ǁho despise ŵǇ Đlass soĐiallǇ, ƌoď ŵǇ Đlass 
eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ, aŶd ďetƌaǇ aŶd oppƌess it poli�ĐallǇ.   
Let ŵilitaƌisŵ  
do its ǁoƌst, 

I refuse to seƌǀe, 

I decline to kill.

The First World War aŶd WoŵeŶ
Up uŶ�l the outďƌeak of WWϭ, the ŵajoƌitǇ of ǁoŵeŶ 
iŶ the suffƌage aŶd feŵiŶist ŵoǀeŵeŶts spoke of peaĐe 
iŶ liŶe ǁith solidaƌitǇ ďetǁeeŶ ǁoŵeŶ of all ĐouŶtƌies. 
Hoǁeǀeƌ, ǁithiŶ ŵoŶths, ŵaŶǇ of these ŵoǀeŵeŶts 
sided ǁith theiƌ oǁŶ ĐouŶtƌǇ’s “tate, ǁhetheƌ FƌeŶĐh, 
Bƌi�sh oƌ GeƌŵaŶ. “oŵe aƌgued that ďǇ patƌio�ĐallǇ 
suppoƌ�Ŷg theiƌ oǁŶ side, ǁoŵeŶ ǁould ďeŶefit at the 
Đlose of the ǁaƌ, gaiŶiŶg the ǀote aŶd otheƌ deŵaŶds. 

This ǁas the Đase ǁith tǁo leadiŶg lights of the suffƌag-
e�e ŵoǀeŵeŶt iŶ BƌitaiŶ, EŵŵeliŶe PaŶkhuƌst aŶd heƌ 
daughteƌ Chƌistaďel. These tǁo  eŶded theiƌ ŵilitaŶt 
ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg foƌ the ǀote aŶd uƌged oŶ the ǁaƌ effoƌt 
iŶĐludiŶg joiŶiŶg the White Featheƌ ŵoǀeŵeŶt, ǁhiĐh  
pƌeseŶted ǁhite featheƌs to ŵeŶ iŶ the stƌeet ǁho 
ǁeƌe suspeĐted of Ŷot ǀoluŶteeƌiŶg foƌ the aƌŵed 
foƌĐes. OŶ the otheƌ haŶd, EŵŵeliŶe’s otheƌ daughteƌ 
“Ǉlǀia, took up a ĐoŶsisteŶt aŶ�-ǁaƌ posi�oŶ, ŵoǀiŶg 
ƌapidlǇ iŶ a ŵoƌe ƌeǀolu�oŶaƌǇ diƌeĐ�oŶ.

͞People do Ŷot ŵake ǁars; goǀerŶŵeŶts do.͟
RoŶald ReagaŶ ;AŵeƌiĐaŶ eǆ-pƌesideŶtͿ

As the ǁaƌ pƌogƌessed, ŵoǀeŵeŶts pioŶeeƌed ďǇ 
ǁoŵeŶ ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe opposed to the ǁaƌ ďegaŶ to 
eŵeƌge. Theƌe ǁas the WoŵeŶ’s PeaĐe PaƌtǇ, aŶ 
iŶteƌŶa�oŶal gƌoup that sooŶ ĐhaŶged its Ŷaŵe to the 
WoŵeŶ’s IŶteƌŶa�oŶal League foƌ PeaĐe aŶd Fƌeedoŵ. 
It held aŶ iŶteƌŶa�oŶal ĐoŶgƌess iŶ ϭ9ϭ5 a�eŶded ďǇ 
oǀeƌ ϭ,ϭϬϬ delegates.

With the laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌs of ŵeŶ goiŶg to the ǀaƌious 
ǁaƌ fƌoŶts, ǁheƌe ŵaŶǇ ǁeƌe sooŶ slaughteƌed, oppoƌ-
tuŶi�es opeŶed up foƌ ǁoŵeŶ to ǁoƌk iŶ tƌaŶspoƌt 
iŶdustƌies suĐh as  tƌaiŶs, tƌaŵs aŶd ďuses,as ǁell as iŶ 
the ŵuŶi�oŶs faĐtoƌies aŶd otheƌ ďƌaŶĐhes of iŶdustƌǇ. 
This Đould ďe seeŶ iŶ ďoth BƌitaiŶ aŶd GeƌŵaŶǇ. CoŶdi-
�oŶs iŶ the ŵuŶi�oŶs faĐtoƌies ǁeƌe daŶgeƌous, ǁith 
ĐhaŶĐes of ďeiŶg poisoŶed, ďloǁŶ up, oƌ iŶjuƌed. A 
faĐtoƌǇ shi� ǁas o�eŶ ϭϬ-ϭϮ houƌs loŶg, ǁith li�le 
Ŷatuƌal light aŶd deafeŶiŶg Ŷoise. At the saŵe �ŵe, 
ǁhilst ǁoƌkiŶg loŶg houƌs iŶ the faĐtoƌies, ǁoŵeŶ had 

Libera�oŶ Not
Assiŵila�oŶ!

This is a Đƌi�Đal ŵoŵeŶt foƌ ŵeŵďeƌs of tƌaŶs Đoŵ-
ŵuŶi�es. DoŶ’t get ĐoŶŶed ďǇ the Ŷeoliďeƌal iŶĐlusioŶ 
ƌhetoƌiĐ. The Ƌues�oŶ of tƌaŶs paƌ�Đipa�oŶ is Ŷot oŶe 
of tƌaŶs eƋualitǇ ďut oŶe of tƌaŶs ĐoŵpliĐitǇ! “taŶĐes 
that Đalls foƌ aŶǇthiŶg less thaŶ the Đoŵplete disŵaŶ-
tliŶg of state aŶd Đapitalist iŵpeƌialisŵ haǀe ŶothiŶg 
to do ǁith ͞eƋualitǇ͟. TheǇ aƌe a taĐit eŶdoƌseŵeŶt of 
eǀeƌǇthiŶg that the ŵilitaƌǇ does.

KƌisteŶ BeĐk is a MURDERER. 

JeŶŶifeƌ Pƌitzkeƌ is a COLLABORATOR.

Chelsea MaŶŶiŶg is a HEROINE. 

DoŶ’t get it tǁisted.
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͞Blood lust is taught for the purpose 
of ǁar, iŶ ďayoŶet figh�Ŷg itself aŶd 

ďy dopiŶg their ŵiŶds ǁith all
propagaŶdiĐ poisoŶ. The GerŵaŶ 

atroĐi�es ;ŵaŶy of ǁhiĐh I douďt iŶ 
seĐretͿ, the eŵployŵeŶt of gas iŶ 

aĐ�oŶ, the ǀiola�oŶ of FreŶĐh ǁoŵeŶ, 
the ͞offiĐial ŵurder͟ of Nurse Caǀell, 

all help to ďriŶg out the ďrute-like 
ďes�ality ǁhiĐh is ŶeĐessary for

ǀiĐtory. The proĐess of ͞seeiŶg red͟ 
ǁhiĐh has to ďe Đarefully Đultured if 

the effeĐt is to ďe las�Ŷg, is
elaďorately gra�ed iŶto the ŵake-up 

of eǀeŶ the ŵeek aŶd ŵild. The
Chris�aŶ ĐhurĐhes are the fiŶest 

͞ďlood lust͟ Đreators ǁhiĐh ǁe haǀe, 
aŶd of theŵ ǁe ŵust ŵake full use.͟
Bƌigadieƌ GeŶeƌal Cƌozieƌ desĐƌiďiŶg his 
ďa�alioŶ’s tƌaiŶiŶg pƌogƌaŵŵe iŶ ϭϵϭϱ.

the douďle ďuƌdeŶ of ƌetuƌŶiŶg hoŵe to look a�eƌ 
ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd peƌfoƌŵ doŵes�Đ du�es. 

The ŵuŶi�oŶs faĐtoƌies iŶ BƌitaiŶ ǁeƌe faĐtoƌies ǁhiĐh 
had ďeeŶ seized ďǇ the ǁaƌ ĐaďiŶet led ďǇ LloǇd Geoƌge 
aŶd tuƌŶed oǀeƌ to aƌŵs pƌoduĐ�oŶ. WoŵeŶ ǁoƌked 
ǁith poisoŶous suďstaŶĐes iŶĐludiŶg sulphuƌ ďut ǁeƌe 
giǀeŶ Ŷo pƌoteĐ�ǀe ĐlothiŶg. At the saŵe �ŵe LloǇd 
Geoƌge Đaŵe doǁŶ heaǀilǇ oŶ aŶǇ ǁoƌkplaĐe oƌgaŶisa-
�oŶ, ǁhetheƌ thƌough the uŶioŶs oƌ outside theŵ.

As the slaughteƌ iŶ the tƌeŶĐhes iŶĐƌeased, it ďeĐaŵe 
ŶeĐessaƌǇ foƌ skilled ŵale ǁoƌkeƌs, up uŶ�l theŶ iŶ 
͞ƌeseƌǀed͟ joďs, to ďe dƌa�ed iŶto the aƌŵed foƌĐes. As 
a ƌesult of this, Đoŵpleǆ tasks ǁeƌe ďƌokeŶ doǁŶ iŶto a 
Ŷuŵďeƌ of siŵpleƌ oŶes, alloǁiŶg laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌs of 
uŶtƌaiŶed aŶd uŶskilled ǁoŵeŶ, as ǁell as oldeƌ ŵeŶ 
aŶd disaďled people, to ǁoƌk iŶ the faĐtoƌies. This 
pƌoĐess ǁas kŶoǁŶ as dilu�oŶ. IŶ ŵost Đases ǁoŵeŶ 
aĐƋuiƌed oŶlǇ supeƌfiĐial skills ;a  Ŷo�Đeaďle eǆĐep�oŶ 
ďeiŶg the Bƌi�sh ǁoŵeŶ ǁeldeƌsͿ. The uŶioŶs agƌeed 
to this ǁith the pƌoŵise that it ǁould stop ǁith the eŶd 
of ǁaƌ.

It ǁas Ŷatuƌal that ŵale skilled ǁoƌkeƌs ǁould oďjeĐt to 
theiƌ posi�oŶs ďeiŶg uŶdeƌŵiŶed. Hoǁeǀeƌ, ǁhilst 
soŵe ĐoŶseƌǀa�ǀe histoƌiaŶs haǀe aƌgued that this ǁas 
oǀeƌǁhelŵiŶglǇ ďeĐause of Ŷaƌƌoǁ Đƌa� iŶteƌests, oŶe 
of the iŵpoƌtaŶt ŵilitaŶts oŶ the ClǇdeside, Daǀid 
Kiƌkǁood, helped oƌgaŶise ǁoŵeŶ ǁoƌkeƌs . As MǇƌa 
Baillie aƌgues ͞Class ĐoŶfƌoŶta�oŶ, Ŷot Đƌa� ĐoŶseƌǀa-
�sŵ, ǁas ďehiŶd the dilu�oŶ stƌuggles oŶ ClǇdeside͟.

ClǇdeside eŵploǇeƌs hoped foƌ a doĐile feŵale ǁoƌk-
foƌĐe so that theǇ Đould uŶdeƌŵiŶe ĐoŶdi�oŶs iŶ the 
faĐtoƌies. IŶ faĐt, ǁoŵeŶ ǁoƌkeƌs theƌe took aŶ 
iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ ŵilitaŶt staŶd oǀeƌ paǇ aŶd pieĐeǁoƌk 
ƌates. IŶ “ĐotlaŶd, thousaŶds of ǁoŵeŶ joiŶed ƌeŶt 
stƌikes iŶ pƌotest at the laƌge ƌeŶt iŶĐƌeases that Đaŵe 
iŶ ǁith the ǁaƌ. As a ƌesult the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁas foƌĐed 
to pass the ReŶt RestƌiĐ�oŶ AĐt, ǁhiĐh ďaŶŶed ƌeŶt 
ƌises foƌ the duƌa�oŶ of the ǁaƌ.

The eŶd of the ǁaƌ ŵeaŶt ǁoŵeŶ ǁeƌe foƌĐed out of 
the joďs iŶ the faĐtoƌies, iŶ tƌaŶspoƌt aŶd oŶ the laŶd. 
MaŶǇ ǁeƌe foƌĐed iŶto joďs iŶ ͞seƌǀiĐe͟ as Đooks aŶd 
ŵaids at ǀeƌǇ loǁ ǁages. IŶ addi�oŶ the ŵaiŶ ďƌuŶt of 
ĐaƌiŶg foƌ the thousaŶds of ŵeŶ ǁho ƌetuƌŶed fƌoŵ 
ǁaƌ phǇsiĐallǇ aŶd/oƌ ŵeŶtallǇ daŵaged fell upoŶ 
ǁoŵeŶ.

It has ďeeŶ aƌgued that the ǁaƌ ďƌought ǀotes foƌ 
ǁoŵeŶ Đloseƌ. This is disputaďle as the fight had 
alƌeadǇ ďeeŶ ǁoŶ iŶ Neǁ )ealaŶd iŶ ϭϴϵϯ, Austƌalia iŶ 
ϭϵϬϭ, aŶd NoƌǁaǇ iŶ ϭϵϭϯ, ǁhilst HollaŶd, “ǁedeŶ, 
IĐelaŶd aŶd DeŶŵaƌk, ŶoŶe of ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
WWϭ, gƌaŶted the ǀote to ǁoŵeŶ duƌiŶg the hos�li-
�es. As to FƌaŶĐe aŶd ItalǇ, theǇ did Ŷot gaiŶ the ǀote 

uŶ�l as late as ϭϵϰϱ! It ǁas tƌue that the ǀote ǁas 
gƌaŶted to ǁoŵeŶ although oŶlǇ to those oǀeƌ thiƌtǇ  
ǁho ŵet a pƌopeƌtǇ ƋualifiĐa�oŶ to ǀote. Although ϴ.ϱ 
ŵillioŶ ǁoŵeŶ ŵet this Đƌiteƌia, it oŶlǇ ƌepƌeseŶted ϰϬ 
% of the total popula�oŶ of ǁoŵeŶ iŶ the UK. IŶ faĐt 
the ǀote foƌ ǁoŵeŶ ǁould pƌoďaďlǇ haǀe ďeeŶ gƌaŶted  
ďeĐause of iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ ŵilitaŶt ĐaŵpaigŶs if the ǁaƌ 
had Ŷot ďƌokeŶ out.

As to the eŶd of ǁaƌ aŶd the outďƌeak of ƌeǀolu�oŶ iŶ 
Russia iŶ ϭϵϭϳ, it should ďe ƌeŵeŵďeƌed that ǁoŵeŶ 
ǁoƌkeƌs iŶ Petƌogƌad Đaŵe out oŶ stƌike oŶ IŶteƌŶa-
�oŶal WoŵeŶ’s DaǇ, deŵaŶdiŶg ďƌead, aŶd pulliŶg out 
ŵale ǁoƌkeƌs, thus iŶi�a�Ŷg the FeďƌuaƌǇ Reǀolu�oŶ. 
IŶ GeƌŵaŶǇ ǁoŵeŶ ďeĐaŵe iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
food ƌiots toǁaƌds the eŶd of the ǁaƌ, iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ 
liŶkiŶg deŵaŶds foƌ ďƌead ǁith the Đause of peaĐe. 
BeĐause the GeƌŵaŶ goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ǁas aŶǆious that 
Ŷeǁs did Ŷot get to ŵeŶ oŶ the ǁaƌ fƌoŶt that ǁoŵeŶ 
ǁeƌe ďeiŶg a�aĐked ďǇ the poliĐe aŶd iŵpƌisoŶed, it 
o�eŶ gaǀe ǁaǇ oŶ ŵaŶǇ oĐĐasioŶs to the deŵaŶds of 
the ǁoŵeŶ. This iŶĐƌeased ǁoŵeŶ’s deteƌŵiŶa�oŶ to 
ĐhalleŶge the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt, aĐ�Ŷg as a faĐtoƌ iŶ the 
ƌeǀolu�oŶ that ďƌoke out iŶ GeƌŵaŶǇ iŶ ϭϵϭϵ.

Befoƌe the ǁaƌ, life ǁas tough foƌ ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass 
ǁoŵeŶ. It ƌeŵaiŶed tough duƌiŶg the figh�Ŷg Ǉeaƌs, 
ǁith ǁoŵeŶ suffeƌiŶg iŶĐƌeased ǁoƌk loads aŶd a�eƌ 
the ǁaƌ the ƌetuƌŶ to pooƌ eŵploǇŵeŶt aŶd hoŵe le� 
thiŶgs Ŷot ŵaƌkedlǇ ďe�eƌ. We aƌe s�ll figh�Ŷg Đapital-
isŵ oŶ so ŵaŶǇ fƌoŶts.



Reŵeŵďer the Mu�Ŷeers
Heƌe’s a ďlaĐk poppǇ foƌ ReŵeŵďƌaŶĐe DaǇ. 

This goes out to those ǁho ǁho died iŶ, aŶd all those ǁho ƌesisted aŶd ĐoŶ�Ŷue to ƌesist, the Đapitalists’ ǁaƌs.          
To those ǁho ŵu�Ŷied, ǁeŶt oŶ stƌike, shiƌked, ƌefused to kill. Foƌ all those theǇ eǆeĐuted foƌ deseƌ�Ŷg.                    
No ŵoƌe ͞futuƌe soldieƌs͟ oƌ sǇĐophaŶ�Đ, slaǀish patƌio�sŵ.

Let’s take the fight to the ďosses! Foƌ disoďedieŶĐe aŶd Đlass ǁaƌ!

If Ǉou like the ideas iŶ this issue of ResistanĐe theŶ seaƌĐh oŶliŶe foƌ the folloǁiŶg teǆts, all of ǁhiĐh should ďe fƌee   
to ǀieǁ oƌ doǁŶload:

Mu�Ŷies ϭ9ϭ7-ϭ9ϮϬ - Daǀe Laŵď

Hoǁ NoŶ-ǀioleŶĐe ProteĐts the State - Peteƌ Geldeƌloos

PaĐifisŵ aŶd VioleŶĐe, a StudǇ iŶ Bourgeois EthiĐs - Chƌistopheƌ Cauldǁell

Liked ResistanĐe? Try Organise!
Organise! is the AŶaƌĐhist Fedeƌa�oŶ’s theoƌe�Đal aŶd histoƌiĐal ŵagaziŶe. It is puďlished iŶ oƌdeƌ to deǀelop aŶaƌĐhist ĐoŵŵuŶist ideas. It aiŵs to giǀe a Đleaƌ 

aŶaƌĐhist ǀieǁpoiŶt oŶ ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ issues, aŶd iŶi�ate deďates oŶ aƌeas Ŷot ŶoƌŵallǇ Đoǀeƌed iŶ agita�oŶal jouƌŶals.
You ĐaŶ oƌdeƌ oƌ suďsĐƌiďe oŶliŶe at ǁǁǁ.afed.org.uk, oƌ get iŶ touĐh ǁith Ǉouƌ loĐal AF gƌoup foƌ a ĐopǇ.

OƌgaŶise! siŶgle issue ;iŶĐludiŶg postage aŶd paĐkiŶgͿ: £ϯ.ϱϬ UK/£ϰ.ϬϬ EU /£ϰ.ϱϬ ƌest of ǁoƌld
AŶŶual suďsĐƌip�oŶ to OƌgaŶise! ;tǁo issues, saǀiŶg £ϭ/Ǉeaƌ oƌ ϱϬp/issueͿ: £ϲ UK/£ϳ EU /£ϴ ƌest of ǁoƌld

War on war! Not a single drop a ďlood for the ͞na�on͟!

The poǁeƌ stƌuggle ďetǁeeŶ oligaƌĐhiĐ ĐlaŶs iŶ UkƌaiŶe thƌeateŶs to 
esĐalate iŶto aŶ iŶteƌŶa�oŶal aƌŵed ĐoŶfliĐt. RussiaŶ Đapitalisŵ iŶteŶds 
to use ƌedistƌiďu�oŶ of UkƌaiŶiaŶ state poǁeƌ iŶ oƌdeƌ to iŵpleŵeŶt 
theiƌ loŶg-staŶdiŶg iŵpeƌial aŶd eǆpaŶsioŶist aspiƌa�oŶs iŶ the Cƌiŵea 
aŶd easteƌŶ UkƌaiŶe ǁheƌe it has stƌoŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ, fiŶaŶĐial aŶd poli�Đal 
iŶteƌests.

OŶ the ďaĐkgƌouŶd of the Ŷeǆt ƌouŶd of the iŵpeŶdiŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ Đƌisis 
iŶ Russia, the ƌegiŵe is tƌǇiŶg to stokiŶg RussiaŶ Ŷa�oŶalisŵ to diǀeƌt 
a�eŶ�oŶ fƌoŵ the gƌoǁiŶg ǁoƌkeƌs’ soĐio-eĐoŶoŵiĐ pƌoďleŵs: poǀeƌtǇ 
ǁages aŶd peŶsioŶs, disŵaŶtliŶg of aǀailaďle health Đaƌe, eduĐa�oŶ aŶd 
otheƌ soĐial seƌǀiĐes. IŶ the thuŶdeƌ of the Ŷa�oŶalist aŶd ŵilitaŶt 
ƌhetoƌiĐ it is easieƌ to Đoŵplete the foƌŵa�oŶ of a Đoƌpoƌate, authoƌitaƌ-
iaŶ state ďased oŶ ƌeaĐ�oŶaƌǇ ĐoŶseƌǀa�ǀe ǀalues aŶd ƌepƌessiǀe 
poliĐies.

IŶ UkƌaiŶe, the aĐute eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd poli�Đal Đƌisis has led to iŶĐƌeased 
ĐoŶfƌoŶta�oŶ ďetǁeeŶ ͞old͟ aŶd ͞Ŷeǁ͟ oligaƌĐhiĐ ĐlaŶs, aŶd the fiƌst 
used iŶĐludiŶg ultƌa-ƌigh�st aŶd ultƌa-Ŷa�oŶalist foƌŵa�oŶs foƌ ŵakiŶg a 
state Đoup iŶ Kieǀ. The poli�Đal elite of Cƌiŵea aŶd easteƌŶ UkƌaiŶe does 
Ŷot iŶteŶd to shaƌe theiƌ poǁeƌ aŶd pƌopeƌtǇ ǁith the Ŷeǆt iŶ tuƌŶ Kieǀ 
ƌuleƌs aŶd tƌǇiŶg to ƌelǇ oŶ help fƌoŵ the RussiaŶ goǀeƌŶŵeŶt. Both 
sides ƌesoƌted to ƌaŵpaŶt Ŷa�oŶalist hǇsteƌia: ƌespeĐ�ǀelǇ, UkƌaiŶiaŶ 
aŶd RussiaŶ. Theƌe aƌe aƌŵed Đlashes, ďloodshed. The WesteƌŶ poǁeƌs 
haǀe theiƌ oǁŶ iŶteƌests aŶd aspiƌa�oŶs, aŶd theiƌ iŶteƌǀeŶ�oŶ iŶ the 
ĐoŶfliĐt Đould lead to Woƌld Waƌ III.

WaƌƌiŶg ĐliƋues of ďosses foƌĐe, as usual, foƌĐe to fight foƌ theiƌ iŶteƌests 
us, oƌdiŶaƌǇ people: ǁage ǁoƌkeƌs, uŶeŵploǇed, studeŶts, peŶsioŶeƌs... 
MakiŶg us dƌuŶkaƌds of Ŷa�oŶalist dƌug, theǇ set us agaiŶst eaĐh otheƌ, 
ĐausiŶg us foƌget aďout ouƌ ƌeal Ŷeeds aŶd iŶteƌests: ǁe doŶ`t aŶd ĐaŶ`t 
Đaƌe aďout theiƌ ͞Ŷa�oŶs͟ ǁheƌe ǁe aƌe Ŷoǁ ĐoŶĐeƌŶed ŵoƌe ǀital aŶd 
pƌessiŶg pƌoďleŵs – hoǁ to ŵake eŶds ŵeet iŶ the sǇsteŵ ǁhiĐh theǇ 
fouŶd to eŶslaǀe aŶd oppƌess us.

We ǁill Ŷot suĐĐuŵď to Ŷa�oŶalist iŶtoǆiĐa�oŶ. To hell ǁith theiƌ state 
aŶd ͞Ŷa�oŶs͟, theiƌ flags aŶd offiĐes! This is Ŷot ouƌ ǁaƌ, aŶd ǁe should 
Ŷot go oŶ it, paǇiŶg ǁith ouƌ ďlood theiƌ palaĐes, ďaŶk aĐĐouŶts aŶd the 

pleasuƌe to sit iŶ so� Đhaiƌs of authoƌi�es. AŶd if the ďosses iŶ MosĐoǁ, 
Kieǀ, Lǀiǀ, Khaƌkiǀ, DoŶetsk aŶd “iŵfeƌopol staƌt this ǁaƌ, ouƌ dutǇ is to 
ƌesist it ďǇ all aǀailaďle ŵeaŶs!

No war ďetween ͞na�ons͟-no peaĐe ďetween Đlasses!

KRAS, RussiaŶ seĐ�oŶ of the IŶterŶa�oŶal Workers AssoĐia�oŶ

IŶterŶa�oŶalists of UkraiŶe, Russia, Moldoǀa, Israel, LithuaŶia

AŶarĐhist Federa�oŶ of Moldoǀa

FraĐ�oŶ of the Reǀolu�oŶarǇ SoĐialists ;UkraiŶeͿ

DeĐlara�oŶ was supported ďy:

Workers SolidaritǇ AlliaŶĐe ;North AŵeriĐaͿ

AŶ IŶterŶa�oŶalist froŵ USA

AŶarĐho-SǇŶdiĐalist IŶi�a�ǀe of RoŵaŶia

LiďertariaŶs of BarĐeloŶa

Le� CoŵŵuŶists aŶd IŶterŶaĐioŶalists froŵ EĐuador, Peru, DoŵiŶi-
ĐaŶ RepuďliĐ, MeǆiĐo, UruguaǇ aŶd VeŶezuela

Workers-CoŵŵuŶist IŶiĐia�ǀe ;FraŶĐeͿ

LeiĐester group of AŶarĐhist Federa�oŶ ;BritaiŶͿ

AŶ IŶterŶa�oŶalist froŵ IrelaŶd

FreŶĐh-speakiŶg AŶarĐhist Federa�oŶ ;FAFͿ

IŶterŶa�oŶal of AŶarĐhist Federa�oŶs ;IFAͿ

UŶioŶ ǁorkers aŶd preĐarious of ClerŵoŶt-FerraŶd CNT-AIT ;FraŶĐeͿ

”World Reǀolu�oŶ” ;Croa�aͿ

A LiďertariaŶ SoĐialist ;EgǇptͿ

liďĐoŵ.org group

World iŶ CoŵŵoŶ Ŷetǁork

The stateŵeŶt is opeŶ for sigŶature 

IŶdiǀiduals oƌ oƌgaŶisa�oŶs ǁaŶ�Ŷg to ĐosigŶ the stateŵeŶt should 
seŶd theiƌ Ŷaŵe/oƌgaŶisa�oŶ Ŷaŵe to KRA“ ďǇ e-ŵail at: 
ĐoŵaŶarϯϬ@gŵail.Đoŵ 

DeĐlara�oŶ of IŶterŶa�oŶalists agaiŶst the war iŶ UkraiŶe


