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Anarchist Federation 
25th Anniversary

The Anarchist Federation celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, since its foundation as the  
Anarchist Communist Federation in 1986. A new issue of Organise! magazine will be out at the 
London Anarchist Bookfair in which we will look back on the last 5-6 years starting with the  
anti-G8 summit in Scotland in 2005. Other anniversary articles in the Winter edition of Organise! (no.77) 
will look at the Paris Commune (140 years ago), the centenary of the Mexican Revolution and British 
industrial struggles and school strikes in 1911, plus our latest contribution to analysis of the anti-cuts 
struggle and the usual book reviews and other interesting stuff.

If you don’t come and get one at the bookfair, you can easily order Organise! online by going to our 
website: http://www.afed.org.uk/publications/organise-magazine, where you will also find all recent back 
issues for free download. So if you are interested in more anniversary retrospectives, check out Organise! 
issues 42 (10 years) and 67 (20 years).

The 2011 Anarchist Bookfair is not to be missed 
and will take place Saturday 22nd October from 
10am to 7pm at Queen Mary’s, University of London 
on Mile End Road, London E1 4NS. Full details: 
http://anarchistbookfair.org.uk/

In this month’s issue
•	 If you organise and fight, you can win
•	 Police raid Bristol Paper
•	 Olympics Picket
•	 Student anger in Greece
•	 Scottish Defence League
•	 Anarchist Black Cross
•	 No Borders Bulgaria
•	 Glasgow University Occupation Ends
•	 Chile unrest
•	 Senate House Cleaners
•	 Israel - the fight against austerity
•	 Filipino Anarchists Disrupt State of the Nnion 

Address
•	 Venezuelan Anarchist Arrested in Sweden
•	 Upcoming Action

Bookfair notice

The London group of The Anarchist Federation meets 
weekly on Thursday evenings at Freedom Bookshop in 

East London. 
We always have a discussion at these meetings as well 

as plan activities and the spreading of our activities. 

If you would like to attend please email 
london@afed.org.uk
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If you organise and fight, you can win!
Major Gains at Heron Tower Dispute

Following negotiations with the 
cleaning contractor LCC, who cov-
ers contracts at the prestigious Heron 
Tower in London, the IWW (Industrial 
Workers of the World) Cleaners and 
Allied Grades Branch has secured sig-
nificant gains to the benefit of cleaning 
workers.

The IWW had launched a campaign 
to secure full payment of the living 
wage £8.30 an hour, for a resolution 
of staff shortages, and issues of un-
fair dismissal. The IWW has reached 
an agreement which has secured full-

payment of the London Living Wage 
with back pay until May 2011, the staff 
shortage to be filled and confirmation 
of the rights of workers to organise. 
Further discussions are underway on a 
recognition agreement with the IWW.
Libraries strike suspended - victory for 
jobs and services

Strike action planned to close all 
Lambeth Council’s libraries on Friday 
22 July did not go ahead as the coun-
cil management conceded that there 
would be no compulsory redundancies 
for library workers. Further industrial 
action to protect the service has not 

been ruled out by workers over the 
newly revised management offer but 
the determination of the library work-
ers to take action led to a significant 
victory as it protected jobs and many 
frontline services.

Management plans included staff 
cuts, mobile library service with-
drawn, libraries closing due to staff 
shortages, less money for books, fewer 
events, story sessions and silver surf-
ers groups .

Another protest against the attacks 
on national agreements in the elec-
trical and mechanical construction 
sector took place on Wednesday 14th 
September at the Olympic site in East 
London.

About 100 workers and their support-
ers, including members of the IWW and 
the Anarchist Federation, took part in the 
protest against attacks on national agree-
ments in the electrical and mechanical 
construction sector. Eight companies, 
including Balfour Beatty, are involved 
in this attempt at de-skilling, with the 
intention of sacking workers and re-em-
ploying them on inferior contracts. The 
protest was organised by the rank-and-
file construction workers’ campaign.

The protest blocked traffic at both the 
entrance to the site and on the main road. 
The protesters marched down to the 
main road and blocked traffic for a short 
while before being asked to move on 
by the police. A blacklisted construction 
worker made the point that the enemy 
“isn’t Polish workers or Portuguese 
workers, but the bosses who want to take 
more profits from your pay”.

Protests also took place at the Grange-
mouth oil refinery in Scotland and 
Balfours Carrington paper mill site in 
Manchester. As we write, other actions 
are planned.

On the afternoon of August 17th, 
police raided a house in central Bristol 
where an editor of local newspaper The 
Autonomist lives. 

Riot police kicked down the door of 
the property without warning, detained 
the inhabitants for two hours, and seized 
articles relating to the production of The 
Autonomist. Delighted journalists from 
the Evening Post swarmed around out-
side, trying to photograph the detainees 
and remaining in contact with an officer 
inside by telephone at all times.

The grudgingly-produced warrant for 
the raid attempts to link the occupants to 
recent disorder (as did a frankly libellous 
sign erected outside by the police). It au-
thorises the seizure of “rocks” and “white 
paint”, and refers repeatedly to “domestic 
extremisim [sic]”. The list was rounded 
out with such incriminating articles as 
“pedal cycles”, “clothing”, and “litera-
ture”. Several other items not listed, such 
as passports, were also illegally seized.

The Autonomist is a popular but con-
troversial local paper produced by a small 
group of mainly homeless local people 
and distributed for free. They’re dedi-
cated to reporting unheard voices in the 
community, but this principled stance has 

caused problems in the past. Refusal to 
censor reports of the rising tide of sabo-
tage attacks around Bristol or to stick to 
police statements when reporting the riots 
in April has earned the enmity of the po-
lice.

Collective member Lucy Parsons says, 
“The seizure of phones, computers, and 
paperwork relating to the production of 
The Autonomist just as we start to com-
pile the September edition is a clear, wor-
rying, and damaging attack on journalistic 
independence. The demonisation of those 
who report the news as ‘domestic extrem-
ists’, and the willingness to use violence 
to silence them, does not fill us with confi-
dence in the police or the future of liberty 
in this country. Regardless, we will con-
tinue to produce The Autonomist, using 
computers at the library if we have to, and 
you can expect the September issue at the 
turn of the month.”

Olympics picket

Police raid Bristol paper



An estimated 300 student assemblies are currently taking place in occu-
pied university departments across Greece in response to education reform. 
The bill, which is part of a new set of austerity measures, increases private 
sector involvement in the Greek higher education system, as well as intro-
ducing tuition fees, putting commercial managers in control of university 
finances, and ending the right to academic asylum on Greek campuses.

Academic asylum was introduced by the PASOK government in 1982 as 
a commemorative gesture to the students killed in the Polytechnic Upris-
ing against the military dictatorship in 1972, although as a custom it can 
be dated almost back to antiquity. It bans police from entering university 
grounds (although university authorities are permitted to lift the law on a 
case-by- case basis and police have been known to violate it) and has long 
meant academic institutions have acted as safe spaces for militants, includ-
ing housing many long-standing anarchist and anti-authoritarian initiatives. 
The bill went through parliament at first reading, passed by an overwhelm-
ing majority.

Struggles around education reform in Greece are long-standing, and 
there was mass student involvement during the uprising in December 2008 
following the murder of Alexis Grigoropoulus. The reforms are not only an 
attack on state-funded education but an attack on an organised and militant 
section of Greek society. In many cases this has been quite explicit, with

politicians attributing low standards to students’ preoccupation with 
political activity and political commentators accusing universities of being 
recruiting grounds for the far-left.

While secondary schools also open for the year, university students have 
been publicising their demands amongst returning students in the hope of 
further generalising the struggle. Thanks to cuts, books are currently una-
vailable until November and many schools are under-staffed. Earlier this 
year the Greek Ministry of Education announced that more than 100 schools will have to close or merge.

The Ministry is clearly afraid of a spread in high school occupations and the government has issued a document to school 
directors informing them that “political speeches” should be banned in schools. Meanwhile, anger is mounting across Greece 
as the new austerity measures are rolled out. In a tragic incident earlier this month, a 55-year-old man set himself alight in front 
of a branch of Piraeus Bank in the northern city of Thessaloniki in protest and desperation of his mounting debt to the bank. He 
was rescued by passers-by and police and transferred to hospital.
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September 10th saw another 
attempt by the far right group 
known as the Scottish Defence 
League to march in Edinburgh. 
For the second time, it was re-
buffed by anti-fascists and commu-
nity groups.

The last time they came to the city, 
in February 2010, they were turned 
back at train stations and penned into 
a pub. This time the SDL were joined 
by the North East Infidels, a splinter 
group who favour a more equal-op-
portunities approach to racial hatred 
and are rumored to include National 
Front activists. Numbers were lower 

than the previous attempt, but the 
threat of violence was, if anything, 
higher.

SDL were prevented from march-
ing but permitted to hold a static 
demonstration, despite threats of vio-
lence from SDL supporters. Around 
400 people attended a Unite Against 
Fascism rally and marched into a 
protest pen, while a breakaway group 
from Edinburgh Antifascist Alliance 
travelled to the other side of Regent 
Road, aiming to block the busloads 
of boozed-up baby Breíviks from 
getting in.

The police, drafted in from across 
Scotland, heavily outnumbered both 
sides and stopped the two sides from 
coming within spitting distance of 
each other. The day therefore leaves 
open questions of how best to fight 
fascism. While most anti-fascists 
agree on the need to attack it politi-
cally, UAF’s approach of aligning 
with political parties and the police 
does nothing to answer the concerns 
of those alienated from politics. 
Fortunately, the SDL remain much 
weaker than the EDL, their English 
counterpart, and with no clear pros-
pect of growth.

Scottish Defence League demo squashed again

Student Anger in Greece - response to fresh wave of austerity

The main building of the Athens School of  
Economics: The graffiti reads ‘Solidarity to  
Migrants’ and ‘What the hand of the state cannot 
reach, can be reached by the knife of the para-state’ 
(referring to the wave of attacks by fascists against 
migrants). The banner reads ‘Occupation’.
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Anarchist Black Cross
This very short history and introduction to the aims 
of the Anarchist Black Cross is quoted from ABC 
Brighton’s website:

“The Anarchist Black Cross was originated in Tsar-
ist Russia to organize aid for political prisoners. In 
the late 1960s the organization resurfaced in Britain, 
where it first worked to aid prisoners of the Span-
ish resistance fighting the dictator Franco’s police. 
Now it has expanded and groups are found in many 
countries around the world. We support anarchist 
and other class

struggle prisoners, fund-raise on behalf of prisoners 
in need of funds for legal cases or otherwise, and or-
ganize demonstrations of solidarity with imprisoned 
anarchists and other prisoners.”

For more information about supporting revolution-
ary prisoners in the UK and internationally visit the 
websites of Anarchist Black Cross groups:

ABC Leeds - http://leedsabc.org 
145–149 Cardigan Road. Leeds LS6 1lJ

ABC Brighton - http://brightonabc.org.uk 
PO Box 74 Brighton BN1 4ZQ

ABC Bristol - http://bristolabc.wordpress.com 
c/o Kebele Community Coop 14 Robertson Road 
Bristol BS5 6JY

Green & Black Cross -  
http://greenandblackcross.org :

“The Green & Black Cross is a project set up in the 
spirit of mutual aid and solidarity to support autono-
mous social struggles within the UK. It’s a project 
set up to provide legal support for protests against 
the governments wave of massive spending cuts. 
The project takes inspiration from the Anarchist 
Black Cross”.

Anti-Fascist Prisoner Support

Send messages of solidarity to six recently jailed 
anti-fascist prisoners. For further info about the 
prisoners and The Cable Street Society, which is the 
support fund set-up for them, see the Leeds ABC 
website.

You can send a few stamps with your letter or card 
so those jailed can write to their friends, family and 
comrades.

Andy Baker (21 months). A5768CE 
HMP Highpoint Stradishall Newmarket Suffolk, 
CR8 9YG

Thomas Blak (18 months) A5728CE  
HMP Wormwood Scrubs PO Box 757 
Du Cane Road London W12 OAE

Sean Cregan (21 months) A5769CE  
HMP Coldingley Shaftesbury Road

Bisley Surrey GU24 9EX

Phil De Souza (21 months) A5766CE  
HMP Elmley Eastchurch Sheerness Kent ME12 4AY

Ravinder Gill (21 months) A5770CE  
HMP Wayland Griston, Thetford Norfolk IP25 6RL

Austen Jackson (15 months) A5729CE 
HMP Wormwood Scrubs, PO Box 757, Du Cane 
Road, London W12 OAE 
 
Francis Fernie

Francis Fernie was convicted of Violent Disorder 
after the March 26 anti-cuts demo in 2011. In July 
2011 Francis was sent to prison for 12 months.

http://freefrankfernie.info

Francis Fernie A7663CE HMP-YOI LITTLEHEY, 
Perry Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 0SR 

Edward Woollard

Ed Woollard took part in the November 2010 stu-
dent occupation Millbank Tower and was jailed for 
32 months for Violent Disorder

http://support4edwoollard.wordpress.com

Write to Edward C/o. Chris Rawlinson, Student Un-
ion, Brockenhurst College, Lyndhurst Road, Brock-
enhurst, Hampshire, SO42 7ZE

 
For further excellent info on prisons go to:

Campaign Against Prison Slavery 
http://againstprisonslavery.org 
P.O. BOX 74 Brighton East Sussex BN1 4ZQ



Noon on 31st August 2011 saw the 
doors close for the final time on the 
Free Hetherington as the occupa-
tion at Glasgow University came to 
an end. Occupied since 1st February, 
and lasting 212 days, this was the 
longest-running student occupation 
in recent British history (covered in 
Resistance #130).

The decision to end the occupation 
followed a series of negotiations with 
the university’s Senior Management 
Group. The occupiers have won some 
concessions from the university, in-
cluding a new postgraduate club, no 
further cuts to courses and no compul-
sory redundancies at the University “in 
the near future” - it will have to remain 
to be seen what this means in reality. 
It seems likely that these ‘concessions’ 
are nothing more than hollow promises 
from the university seeking to placate 
its increasingly radicalised students.

It’s this process of radicalisation that 
could be said to be the true value of 
the long-running occupation. The Free 

Hetherington had a large part to play 
in encouraging an atmosphere of activ-
ity and militancy on campus when it 
came to opposing the cuts being pushed 
through by the university management. 
It seems clear that the occupation has 
had a far-reaching impact outside of 
official channels. The Free Hethering-
ton was a place to share ideas, debate 
long into the night, build campaigns, 
support staff on strike - a radicalising 
space within what has long been one 
of the most conservative universities in 
Scotland.

Despite backtracking on some of its 
plans in the face of huge opposition, 
the management at Glasgow University 
is still planning to go ahead with cuts 
to Slavonic Studies and close down 
Crichton campus in Dumfries, which 
was saved from closure once before 
thanks to a campaign led by the Indus-
trial Workers of the World in 2007. In 
spite of the gains of the occupation, the 
anti-cuts struggle continues at Glasgow 
University, and on campuses across 
Scotland and the UK.
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Some months ago Bulgarian anar-
chists and anti-racists began an ambi-
tious plan to hold a No Borders Bulgaria 
event close to an immigration detention 
centre on the border of Bulgaria, Greece 
& Turkey - on the very edge of the 
European Union. The camp that took 
place 25- 29 August 2011 was supported 
by people from Greece and elsewhere in 
the Balkans and from Western Europe, 
coming together to oppose a system that 
sees thousands of people imprisoned in 
detention centres.

A participant in the No Border camp 
wrote to Resistance, “The camp was 
GREAT!!!!!! I have rarely experienced 
such a solidarity, organizational coop-
eration and purposeful political work at 
the same place in the same time [in-
cluding] discussions around the newly 
militarized Bulgarian- Turkish-Greek 
border region starting 4 days before the 
camp itself, the workshops in the camp, 
the communication with the village 
community where the camp took place, 
the plenaries....to the big demonstra-
tions in front of the headquarters of the 
border police in Svilengrad, at the two 

borders and along and in front of the 
detention center in Lyubimetz! Keeping 
in mind the small dimension of activism 
in Bulgaria [...] everything exceeded my 
expectation and even hopes!”

Whilst the media focuses on Europe’s 
economic woes, the militarisation of the 
EU’s borders has continued. During the 
battle for control of Libya over the sum-
mer, it is perhaps conveniently forgotten 
that the Italian state, through an agree-
ment struck with the regime back in 
2004, transported over 1,500 migrants 
and refugees to Libya who had previ-
ously been detained in Italy. Libyan 
immigration detention centres in Al 
Kufrah and Gharyan (close to Tripoli) 
and Sebha (in South West Libya) are 
paid for by the Italian state.

Meanwhile, many people trying to 
escape repression in Sub-Saharan and 
East Africa are now in extreme danger, 
and some have been deported back to 
these countries from Libya. Others have 
continued to risk their lives crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea in small boats. Thou-
sands have died. This is not to mention 
the hundreds of thousands of migrant 

workers who have fled during the 
conflict, now either trying to get back to 
their country of origin or seeking safety 
elsewhere. In Italy and Tunisia, refugees 
and asylum seekers have been confined 
in camps and transit centres for indefi-
nite periods of time, their freedom of 
movement severely limited.

This makes the work of groups like 
No Borders Bulgaria all the more impor-
tant. The EU’s member states are com-
pletely tied in with a system that treats 
people as a problem to be contained, 
even if this means paying a dictator 
to lock them up. Bulgarian and Greek 
anarchists have taken an important step 
in countering detention on the borders of 
Europe.

For more on No Borders Bulgaria, 
and the No Border camp, visit  
http://noborderbulgaria.org/ and  
http://noborderbulgaria.wordpress.com/.

Freedom of Movement: No Borders Bulgaria

Glasgow University Occupation Ends
Chile unrest

The protest movement against the 
Chilean government austerity meas-
ures is going strong. In July, miners 
united their grievances with those of 
students protesting against educa-
tion cuts . They marched together 
on 14th July in Santiago. This was 
followed by several days of action 
in August with as many as one mil-
lion people taking part. 

This developing movement is 
large and impressive in the way it 
is connecting student and worker 
struggles. This is in spite of the over 
750 arrests made in the course of 
a two-day general strike on 24th 
and 25th August, police attacks on 
demonstrations, and the police mur-
der of an unarmed sixteen-year-old 
demonstrator on 26th August.
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It’s OK 
to call 
your boss 
a “dick”

Senate House Cleaners
Cleaners working at Senate House 

but employed by Balfour Beatty 
went out on strike in early Septem-
ber morning in protest at the em-
ployer’s failure to pay their wages. 
The UNISON members complained 
of widespread, systematic missing 
overtime payments, and a failure 
to honour the University’s commit-
ment to pay the Living Wage.

Their grievances had been going 
on for months and they were tired of 
waiting for false promises. Some of 
them had not been paid properly for 
up to eight months, and were having 
severe problems because of this, in-
cluding some workers facing evic-

tion - and so yesterday they decided 
to take action.

Management tried to intimidate 
them with threats of dismissal if 
they walked out but the workers 
stood up to them. Local activists 
from the Bloomsbury Fightback! 
group and staff and students from 
the surrounding colleges had organ-
ised solidarity from the wider com-
munity to stand shoulder to shoul-
der alongside them.

The cleaners were insisting not 
only on their back-pay but also the 
London Living Wage (now £8.30) 
to be paid immediately. They were 

on £6.15 per hour, when workers in 
Birkbeck and SOAS doing similar 
jobs have just got a pay rise to £8.30 
per hour, thanks to the successful 
Living Wage campaigns that the 
workers and the UNISON branch-
es led with support from students, 
staff, and the other unions. They 
also demanded a commitment to no 
victimisations, The employer had 
asked them to commit not to walk-
ing off the job again if they received 
their pay, which was rejected. Bal-
four Beatty hurriedly agreed to pay 
the back pay. The dispute continues.

Israel- the fight against austerity
Israeli workers mobilised against 

the rising cost of living, which in-
clude a 27% hike in rents, by tak-
ing to the street and creating protest 
camps in 25 towns - including Je-
rusalem, Tel Aviv, Beersheba and 
Haifa. 

In Tel Aviv hundreds of tents were 
set up. The police demolished two 
of these camps, but they were quick-
ly put back up again. Roads were 
blocked. 

Some Arab workers have taken 
part in the movement with a joint Is-
raeli-Palestinian camp in the city of 
Akko. This needs to be developed as 

workers realise that their real inter-
ests are opposed to both the Israeli 
state and also the administrations 
run by Hamas and the PLO. 

As many as 150,000 initially 
took part in the actions, a signifi-
cant event largely ignored by the 
Western media. A similar number 
of municipal workers came out on a 
one day general strike and, in early 
September, 300,000 demonstrated 
in Tel Aviv, with 100,000 out on the 
streets in other parts of Israel. 

This ongoing movement is prov-
ing to be a increasing threat to the 
Netanyahu government.

Venezuelan Anarchist
Arrested in Sweden

Rafael Uzcategui, one of the 
founders of the influential Ven-
ezuelan Anarchist newspaper El 
Libertario, was recently arrested in 
Leula, Sweden along with 12 other 
activists. 

They had been involved in a 
non-violent direct action against a 
NATO military base in Santa Elena. 
Many of those arrested were mem-
bers of International War Resisters 
and the Movement for Conscien-
tious Objection in Valencia, Spain. 
Uzacategui is the author of a recent 
book, “Venezuela: Revolution as 
Spectacle” which criticises the 
so-called “socialist” government 
of Hugo Chavez for its continuing 
oppression of indigenous people 
and its links to Multinational Oil 
corporations.

Filipino Anarchists Disrupt State of the Nation Address
On Monday the 25th of July thou-

sands of people took to the capital 
city of the Philippines to protest 
against the lies that corrupt presi-
dent Benigno Aquino was spewing 
out to the corporate media at his first 
State of the Nation Address. 

The march was mainly dominated 
by authoritarian leftists who were 
there, as usual, to promote them-
selves and their reformist and paci-
fist tactics. However, a black bloc 
called by local Anarchists managed 

to change the dynamic, openly con-
fronting riot police, occupying ma-
jor roads and visibly promoting an-
archist ideas with graffiti and banner 
slogans such as “There is no change 
in continuous reform. 

Anarchist revolution is the so-
lution. Destroy hierarchy. Defend 
ecology. End poverty”. No arrests 
were made, despite the presence of 
thousands of armed riot police, who 
it is believed were taken by surprise 
by the anarchists’ tactics.



paper of the anarchist federation 7

After a period of political lull, students are mobilizing 
again for their first big action this year – a national dem-
onstration and walkout in London on November 9th. The 
march is focused against cuts to the education sector, and 
is meant to involve not just students but education sector 
workers as well.

The NUS is not supporting this demonstration officially, 
which means the responsibility of organizing this dem-
onstration is pretty much open to all concerned. Student 
activists themselves have expressed willingness to work 
with a broad cross-section of students, student representa-
tives, activist groups and radicals to make this march a 
success and hopefully rejuvenate the student/anti-cuts 
movement.

As anarchists and radicals the struggle for non-priva-
tized, not-for-profit education available to all is something 
we should be an active part of. We can do so by contribut-
ing our collective presence, in whatever way we see fit, 
to this event. This call-out, therefore, is for anarchists/ 
anti-authoritarians in London to meet to decide how we 
can organize politically – collectively – not only for Nov 
9th, but also for the build up in the interim.

London anarchist students 

Contact: n9mobilization@gmail.com

Upcoming Action!

The Defend Welfare/No to Welfare Abolition network 
is hosting a meeting in London on 23rd October to share 
ideas and develop strategies to stop the government-led 
attacks on welfare. The network say the meeting “is 
open to everyone who wants to take action to defend 
welfare. We are a claimant-led network – our response 
to welfare reforms is led by people who feel their effects 
the most – but the attacks on welfare will affect us all 
whether we are in work or may need welfare as parents, 
if we become unemployed, due to sickness or disability, 
or as pensioners.”

This comes at a critical time, when welfare is being 
systematically attacked on many fronts. Unemployed 
people are being forced to work for no pay, whilst pri-
vate companies stand to make millions through bullying 
claimants on the Work Programme. Disabled people are 
being deprived of their entitlement to benefits through 
the devastating Work Capability Assessment process. 
People can now be left destitute for up to two years 
through benefit sanctions while legal aid cuts make it 
harder to challenge bad treatment. Housing benefit cuts 
are set to make thousands homeless, with yet more evic-
tions called for in response to the summer riots. Single 
mothers are being forced to be job-seekers when their 
children are at an even younger age, and the only benefit 
that was available to people under 18, Education Main-
tenance Allowance, has been abolished. Asylum seekers 
are even worse off, as they are not allowed to work and 
have to survive on incomes far below normal benefit 
levels.

But people across the UK are organising. The Boy-
cott Workfare campaign recently forced the “Making 
Work Pay” conference to relocate at short notice. ATOS-
Origin, the company responsible for cutting hundreds of 
thousands of peoples’ disability benefits, has had many 
of its offices occupied, costing it thousands of pounds. 
As we go to press, a further national day of action is 
planned for the 30th September. Claimants are sharing 
information on how to challenge the bullying and dis-
crimination that is rife in the new set-up.

Details: Sunday 23rd October, 11am-5pm. Somers 
Town Community Centre, 150 Ossulston Street, Lon-
don, NW1 1EE (5 minutes walk from Euston, St Pancras 
and Kings Cross stations). Wheelchair accessible. Please 
email welfareactionhackney@gmail.com with workshop 
ideas, offers of funds or help with food, childcare or 
facilitation on the day.

National demonstration and  
walkout against cuts to education

Defend Welfare Meeting, London
October 23rd November 9th



Birmingham (including West 
Midlands)
birmingham@afed.org.uk
Brighton (including Lewes)
brighton@afed.org.uk
Bristol
email: bristol@afed.org.uk
East Anglia (including Norwich & 
Cambs)
eastanglia@afed.org.uk
Hereford
hereford@afed.org.uk
Hull
hull@afed.org.uk
East Kent (including Broadstairs, 
Canterbury, Margate etc)
eastkent@afed.org.uk
West Kent (including Maidstone, 
Gravesend/Dartford, Medway 
towns and Swale)
westkent@afed.org.uk
Lancashire (including Preston and 
Blackpool)
lancs@af-north.org
Leicester 
leicester@afed.org.uk
Leeds
leeds@af-north.org
Lincoln
lincoln@afed.org.uk
Liverpool/Merseyside
liverpool@af-north.org
London
london@afed.org.uk

Manchester (including Oldham)
manchester@af-north.org
Newcastle
newcastle@af-north.org
Nottingham (including Notts & 
Derbyshire)
nottingham@afed.org.uk
Sheffield
sheffield@af-north.org
Surrey/ Hampshire 
surreyhants@afed.org.uk
Worcester
worcester@afed.org.uk
York
york@af-north.org

General Scotland contact:
scotland@afed.org.uk
Aberdeen: 
aberdeen@afed.org.uk
Edinburgh & the Lothians:
edinburgh@afed.org.uk
Glasgow
glasgow@afed.org.uk
Stirling
stirling@afed.org.uk

General Wales Contact
wales@afed.org.uk
Cardiff & South Wales
cardiff@afed.org.uk

LOCAL GROUPS & CONTACTS

Wales

England

Scotland

ANARCHIST FEDERATION
The Anarchist Federation is an 

organisation of class struggle 
anarchists (based in Britain and 
Ireland, but with many contacts 
overseas) which aims to abolish 
Capitalism and all oppression to 
create a free and equal society. 
This is Anarchist Communism.
  We see today’s society as being 
divided into two main opposing 
classes: the ruling class which 
controls all the power and wealth, 
and the working class which the 
rulers exploit to maintain this. By 
racism, sexism and other forms of 
oppression, as well as war and en-
vironmental destruction the rulers 
weaken and divide us. Only the di-
rect action of working class people 
can defeat these attacks and ulti-

mately overthrow capitalism.
  As the capitalist system rules the 
whole world it’s destruction must 
be complete and world wide. We 
reject attempts to reform it such 
as working through parliament 
and national liberation movements 
(like the IRA) as they fail to chal-
lenge capitalism itself. Unions 
also work as a part of the capital-
ist system, so although workers 
struggle within them, they will be 
unable to bring about capitalism’s 
destruction unless they go beyond 
these limits.
  Organisation is vital if we’re to 
beat the bosses, so we work for a 
united anarchist movement and are 
affiliated to the International of 
Anarchist Federations.

NATIONAL CONTACT
Web: www.afed.org.uk

England & main national/interna-
tional email address

Write to: BM ANARFED, London, 
WC1N 3XX, England, UK.

email: info@afed.org.uk

International of Anarchist Federa
tions:

www.iaf-ifa.org

Liked Resistance? 
Try Organise

Organise! is the Anarchist 
Federation’s theoretical 

and historical magazine. It is 
published in order to develop 
anarchist communist ideas. It 
aims to give a clear anarchist 
viewpoint on contemporary 
issues, and initiate debates on 
areas not normally covered in 
agitational journals. 
You can order or subscribe 
online at www.afed.org.uk, or 
get in touch with your local 
AF group for a copy. 

Subscriptions
Organise single issue (includ-
ing postage and packing):
£3.50 UK/£4.00 EU /£4.50 
rest of world
Annual subscription to Or-
ganise! (two issues, saving a 
pound a year or 50p an issue):
£6 UK/£7 EU /£8 rest of 
world
Resistance subscription (10 is-
sues per year, to cover postage 
and packing) is:
For UK addresses only:£8.00
Anywhere in Europe: £15.00
Rest of World: £20.00

Joining the Anarchist Federation
The AF was founded as the Anarchist Communist Federation 25 
years ago. We describe ourselves as anarchist communists and 
revolutionary class struggle anarchists, and operate as a mem-
bership organisation. The AF now numbers well over a hundred 
members in England, Wales and Scotland, and organises feder-
ally as local groups plus individuals. As well as their local group 
activities, members meet up to four times a year at our annual 
conference and delegate meetings plus self-education events and 
a summer camp.

We are involved in all manner of social struggles and to support 
these we produce practical propaganda and theoretical texts including a magazine Organise!, 
regular agitational bulletin Resistance and a growing series of pamphlets. We also write for Black 
Flag and Freedom. Members are encouraged to get involved with any activity they wish to and 
to develop themselves practically and politically. We collectively run a website and blog, and lo-
cal groups also run their own blogs and publish local bulletins and pamphlets.

Some of our members also meet as women’s and LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transexual, 
Queer) caucuses. In recent years we have been involved in organising a number of regional 
bookfairs.

The AF is a member of the International of Anarchist Federations (IAF-IFA) where we meet and 
organise with its other member federations. We also engage in other international correspond-
ence and solidarity efforts.

We encourage those who agree with our aims and principles to join, and welcome other enquir-
ies. Visit our website www.afed.org.uk for more information. For membership enquiries

email join@afed.org.uk. For other enquiries email info@afed.org.uk


